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MAYOR 


QUARTERS 


By one of the Sons of Sion, become 


BOANERGES. 


Earth, Earth, Earth, Hear the Word of the Lord, 
Fer.22.29, To Thee O Richard Brown I ſpeak, in 
the Words of the great Fehovah, given in into 
his Servants and Prophets by his Eternal Spirit ; 
by vertue whereof, p ſaich the wiſeſt of men, 
The Perciful mar doth good ro hrs own Soul, but he 
SZ>m wW that : fruel, troubleth his own fleſh, O man, 
confider thy wayes, what hail: been thy Work, for theſe many-years 
laft paſt > What good didft thou do to thine own Soul, mm thy mercy 
thou ſhewed(t to the Kings Friends at Ab:ngton? Were not thy tendex 
mercies there, the merc1es of the wicked, even meer cruelty ? Prov, 
: x1. 17, And now the Tide is tun'd, art thou ready to ſay of thine 
own Violent Actings, as once old Facob.did, of S:memm and Levies 


ger, for it was fierce, and my wrath, for it was cruel ? T0 
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thou not going about to plaiſter up that old inveterate,m1lignant,and 
feſtred Sore, with a far worſe Plaiſter, than was the Sword that made 
that Wound ; So that it may be ſaid to Thee, in the words of the 
Prophet, Jer. 13. 23. Cas the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Lee« 
pard his ſpots ? no more canlt thou do yoo, that haſt been accuſtom- 
ed to doevil ; Art not thou now with duuble and triple diligence, 
breathing out Threatnings and Slaughter ( Saxl-like ) againlt the 
Church of God, as if they had been, or at preſent were the Kings 
greateſt Enemies ; but hadſ{t thou ever been a Scholar in Chriſts 
School,and had(t been tutored by his Uſher, that Holy Spirit of Truth, 
Whoſe Fruit is, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſſe and 
Goodneſſe, eMeekneſſe and Temperance ; Thou wouldeſt then have ta- 
ken out a far eaſier Leflon, than Crue/ry, Violence, Malice and Op- 
preſſion ; and wouldeſt alſo have experimentally known, that Chritts 
Laws, teach the beſt Loyalty to Earthly Princes, and the pureſt 
Love to our very Enemies, 

And now I ſpeak of Love, give me leave (O Richard Brown) to 
ſpeak ſome feiv words in love to Thee, who appearelt by thy violent 
A8ings, to be a bitter Enzmy to Ring Jeſus, in perſecuting him in 
his Members; and therein pretendelt thy ſelf to be a great Friend to 
King Charles - the contrary whereof, I hope will be manifeſted here- 
after in this diſcourſe, in its due place. 

In the mean time, 1n love I ſhall let thee know , my End of this 
my Alarm, that ſo I might prove my Thundering to be natural, con- 
filting as well of Lightmng (if poſſible) to the enlightning the eyes 
of thy underſtanding ; as well as to ſhew Thee the Judgements of 
God againſt thy Violent and Inhumane Dealings ; to which purpoſe, 
I am at this time , come to beat up thy Quarters, and in Chriſtian 
Love to deal with Thee ; and (to ſpeak afcer the manner of men) /ike 
a Conſciencious Lawyer,to lay before Thee, the worſt of thy Caſe ; like an 
Honeſt Phyſitian, co hew the True ſtate of thy Body ; like a Careful 
Chyrurgian, ro ſearch thy noyſome and feſtred Klcers to the quick ; and 
with that charitable Samaritan, Luke 10. 34. por in Wire and Oyl, 
that thy Wound may be bath ſearched and ſupled,that ſo,if poſſible,thy Soul 
may be ſaved in the day of the Lord, And herein I ſhall follow the ex- 
ample of the Lord himſelf, 1ſa x. who that he might the better per- 
ſwade Iſrael toa thorow Reformation, and a perfect Return to him, his 
God ; he firlt layez before him, the evil of his wayes, telling him, 
as I by his aſſiſtance in his words ſhall tell Thee, That from the Crown 
of thy Head, to the Sole of thy Foot, there is no whole part n Thee , thy 
Head is Sick, and thy Heart 4s Faint , thy Hands are full of _ 
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Therefore Waſh thee, make thee © put away the evil of thy Doings, 
ceaſe to do Emil, learn to do Well, ſeek, Judgement, relieve the Oppreſſed, 
Tudge the Fatherleſs, and plead for the Widdows ; keep men no longer 
in x cruel Cuſtody, to make ſo muny Fatherleſs and \Widdows , 
as it 1s at this day, in keeying thoſe many poor, Innocen,t harmleſle 
Paptiſts,and others under reftraint,in doing which, thy danger there- 
in I ſhall lay down before Thee, by Thendring out the Judgements of 
God, againſt ſuch Violent a::d Oppreſſing Attors ; that ſo,as in a Glaſs, 
thou mayelt clearly rcad thy felf, boih what rhox art, and what thou 
ſhalt be, or What will hecome of Thee. 

And then give thee in ſome Clear, Bright and Glorious Flaſhes, of 
Pure Golpel Lightning, to enlighten thy Inward Man, in order to 
thy Recovery out of this thy Miſerable, Poor, Blind, Naked and 

eſpicable Condition,even to the Tranſlating thee out of the Kingdom 
of Darkyeſs, into the Kingdom of. Gods Dear Son ; unleſs thou beeſt want= 
ing to thy ſelf. 

In order whereunto, I ſhall once more cry out and ſay, O Earth, 
Earth, Earth, Hear the Word of th# Lord ; for thus ſaith the Lord by 
his Prophet, Iſa. 33. 1. Wo nnto Thee that ſpoileft, and thou waſt not 
ſpoiled ; that dealeſt Treacherouſly, and they dealt not Treacherouſly with 
Thee , when thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil , thou ſhalt be ſpoiled, and when 
thou ſhall make an end to deal Treacheranſly, they ſhall deal Treacherouſly 
with Thee : For God 1s a. juſt God, and many timzs deal- 
eth with the Sons of men, by the Law of Retaliation ; for Adom-be- 
zek, ſaid, Threeſcore and ten Kings, having their T humbs and ther great 
T oes cut off, gathered their meat under my [able ; 4s I have done, ſo God 
hath done to me, Judges 1.7. And Nathan\ſaid unto Divid, Seeing 
thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite , with the Sword of the Children vf 
Ammon ; Therefore the Sword ſhall never depart from thy Houſe, 2 Sam. 
I2, 9, 

So alſo ſaith Samxel to eAgag, King of the Amalakytes, 1 Sim. 
I5. 33%. As thy Sword hath made women (C hildleſs, ſo ſhall thy Mother 
be Chrlateſ among women ; and Samuel! lewed Agag in pieces before 
the Lord in Grlga! : Therefore Wo unto them thac decree unrig he- 
ous Decrees, and that wiice grievouſaeſſe, which they have preſeriled, 
to turn away the Right from the poor of my people, that TAivtows 
may be their Pzay, and that they may Rob the Fatherleſle, 7a. 10, 
I, 2, Therefore hear what the Lord ſaith by his Prophets, to Thez 
and all Oppreſlors ; Phat mean ye, that ye beat my people to pieces, and 
grind the face of the Poo!, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? Ita. 2. 15, Hear 
Je this all ye that forget God : ani the fool hath ſaid in his Heart, There 
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| ſaid, as he hath ſaid? Andate not his AQings, as thine > For the 
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is nsGed. And what haſt thou ſaid, O Richard Brown? haſt not thou 


are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there 1s none that doth good, 
The Lord laokgd down fromHeaven pon the Children of £Men,Pf,14.1,2, 
fo ſee if there were any that did underſtand, ard ſeth, God;but ver. 3.T bey 
are all gone out of the way,they are altogether become filthy,there ts none that 
doth good, 1.0 not one, Veiſ, 4. Have all the workers of iniquity, no know- 
ledge ? who eat up my People , as they eat Bread, and call not npon the 
Lord, For they have corrupted themſelves, their Spot, ts not the Spot 
of his Childzen, they are a perverſe and a freoked Generation, Deur, 
32.5. A \inful Nation, a People laden with Iniquities, 4 ſeed 0 

Evil-doers, Chri/drenthat are Corrnpters ; they have forſaken the Loyd, 
they have proveked the Holy One of [ſrael,they are gone away backwards, 
Ita, x4. Pea , they bave deeply Corrupted themſelves, as inthe dayes 
of Giliah ; Therefore he will remember their Imiquuttes, he will viſt their 
Sins, Hoſ. 9. 9. For they have ſhamed the Counſel of the Poor, be- 


_ caufe the Lord is bu; Refuge. 


Bzhald thy ſelf, O K:chard Brown, ſee what thou art now doing ; 
For the wicked watcherh the Righteous, and ſecketh to Slay bim, Pſal. 
37. 32. Pea, be Plotteth againſt the Fuſt, and Gnaſheth npon him with 
his Teeth, Vetſ. 12. Yet, they have Drawn ont their Swozd, and 
bent their Bow, to caſt down the Poor and Needy , and to ſlay ſach as are 
of an upright Converſation. But hear, O ye Seed of God, what the 
Spirit ſaith ; And ſee, O Richard Brown, what thy Reward ſhall be ; 
and ſo it ſhall be with all Perſecutors and Perſecuting Spirits ; Their 
Sword (hall enter into their own Heart, and their Bows fall be broken, 
Verſ. 15. Forthe Armies of the Wicked ſhall be Broken ; but the Loyd 
ſoall uphold the Righteous, Verſ. 17. Therefore depart from Evil, 
and do Good, and dwell for ever ; for the Lord loveth Judgement, and 
forſaketh not his Saints : But the Seed of the Wickgd ſtall be cat off, 
Verſ, 27, 28. 

Therefore, O Earth, Earth, Earth, Hear the Word of the Lord ; 
For ſaith the Prophet, Veri. 35. 1 have ſeen the Wicked in great 
Power, and ſpreading himſelf like a Green Bay-Tree ;, Yet (notwith- 
ſtanding, or for all that) he paſſed away ; and lo, he was not: Yea, / 
ſought him, but he conld not be found ; for the Wicked ſhall periſh, and 
the Enemies of the Lord, ſtall be as the Fat of Lambs ; they ſhall con- 
ſume ( yea) into ſmeak, fhall they conſume away, Verl. 20, For the 
Lranſgreſſars ſtall be deſirozed together,and the Hand of the Wicked ſhall 
be cu off, Veil. 38. For ſaith that upright Man, Job 21.17, How 
of :en is the Candle of: the wicked put ew ? And how often cometh their 
Deſiruttion 
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Deſftruttion _=_ them ? God ab urech Sorrews im his anger they are 
as fu bble betore 

God layeth up his Iniquity for his (hildren , he rewardeth him and he 
ſhall know it ; his eyes ſhall ſee his deſfr«{ion, and he ſball drink of the 
wrath of the Almighty, One dieth in his full frength , being wholly 
at eaſe and quiet ; his Breaſts are full of Afilk, and his Boxes are 
moyſtened with Marrow ; and another dieth in the bitterneſs of his Soul, 
and never eateth with pleaſmre. 

And thus,O Richard Brown, the wicked « reſerved to the day of de- 
ffruttion , they ſhall be brought forth to the day of wrath ; yea, fo faith 
the Prophet, /ſai,5.24. For as the fire devowreth the ſtubble, and the 
flame conſumeth the Chaſf ; fo there *R oor ſhall be Rettenneſs, and there 
Bloſſom hall go up as duit : for now will 1 ariſe,ſaith the Lord , now 
will I be Exalted, now will I Ift wp my ſelf, ye ſhall conceive 
Chaff , yea ſhall bring forth fnbble , your breath as fire ſhall devour 
you, and the People ſhall by as bxrning of Lime,as Thorns ct np,ſhall 
they be burned np, 


And thus,O Earth,the Curſe of the Lord is in the howſe of the wicked; 


Bur he Bleſſeth the H abitation of the Juit, Prov. 3.3 3. For behold, or 
take notice of it,O Richard Brown , that God will not caſt away  Per- 
felt man, neither will he help che evil doers , for they that hate thee, 
ſhall be clothed with ſhame , and the dwelling place of the Wicked ball 
come to nowght , Job $.20,22, And thus, O Mayor, the Eyes of the 
Wicked ſhall fail, and they ſhall zo: eſcape , and theic hope ſhall be as 
the giving up of the Ghoſt , Job 11,20. For faith that Holy Man, Job 8, 
11. Can the Ruſb grow withent mire ? Can the Flagg grow withont 
water, whilſt ir « yet in its greemmeſs and not cut down, it withercth before 
any other Herb , $90 are the pathes of all that forget Ged , and the 
H, its Hope —— ; Whoſe Hope ſhall be cut off, and whoſe 
ruſt ſhall be as a Spiders Web;he ſhall /eax upon his howſe but it ſhall not 
PBand , he ſhall hold it faſt, bur it ſhall not endure : For tatth the Pro- 
pher Iſaiah, they hatch (ockarrice Eggs,and weave the Spiders Web, he 
that eateth of their Eggs dieth, and that which is Craſhed breaketh #1.t9 
a Viper : Their Web ſhall not become Garments,neicher ſhall they cover 
themſelves wich their works ; their works are works of in1quity , and 
the As of violence are-in their hands,as they are in thine : their feet r#» 
to evil,as do thine, and they maky be to ſhed Innocent Blood, as thou 
doeſt ; their thoughts are rhowghts of Iniquity , waſting and deſtruitian 
are in their Pathes : The way of Peace they know not , and there is no 
Judgement mm their goings ; they have made them Crooked oy 

oc ver 


the Wind , and as Chaff that the form carryerh away : - 
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ſoever goeth therein ſhall not ſee Peace , 10 more (halt thou; Iſai, 59.5. 
&c, For the wicked are like the troubled Sea, when it cannot reſt, 
whole waters calt up mire and dirt. There is no Peace, faith my God, to 
the wicked, Tſai. 7.20, for faith the Prophet David, Pſal,7.- 11. &5, 
God judgeth the Rightcow, and God is argry With the wicked every 
day ; therefore if he turn not , he will whet his Sword ; he hath bent hus 
Bowe, and made it ready ; he hath allo prepared for him the Inſtruments 
of death ; he ordaineth bis Arrows againſt the Perſecutors:Then beware, 
© Mayer of London, for ſee what the great Man hath done , For be- 
hold, thou rravelleft with [niquity, and haſt conceived Miſchief , and 
brmgeſt forth Falſhood; he made a pit and digged it,and i fallen into the 
durch which he made , His miſchief (hall return wpon his own head,and 
his violent: dealing ſhall fall «pox his own pate, Then O mighty man, be- 
hold thy Reward, for the Lord is in his Holy Temple, the Lords Throne 
is in Heaven, bis £3es behold, his Eye-lids try the Children of Men : The 
Lord (agat this day) tryeth the Reghteors , but the Wicked and him 
that loverh violence , his Soul hateth : Therefore upon the wicked he 
ſhall rain Snares, Fire, and Brimſtone, . and an horrible Tempeſt , this 
ſhall be the Portion of their Cap,Pl.11.4, &c, Alchough they now drink 
Wine in Bowls,and Chant or Sing to the noiſe of the Vial ; For faith the 
fame Prophet, Pſal.5 5.2,&c- Aitend unto me, and hear me,1 mourn in my 
complaint and makg & noiſe;Becaulc of the voice of the Exemy,becauſe of 
the Oppreſſion of the wickzd;for they calt /z4q»:ity upon me,and in wrath 
they hate mezwherefore,laith he, yerſ.g. Deſtroy O Lord and divide theiy 
toxgnes ; tor I bave ſeen violence and ſtrife in the City; yea in London 
City,we have {cen Rore of ir fince thou comeli to be Magor,day and night 
they yo about.it ; upon the Walls thereof Miſchief alſo,and ſorrow are in 
the midſt of it ; Wickedneſs is in the midſt thereof deceit and guile, de- 


part not from her Streets : for it was not an Enemy, O Richard Brown, 


that reproacked me, then I could have Born it , neither was it he that 
hated me that.did magnifie himſelf againſt me , then I would have hid 
ay felt from him ; Bur it was thou (may leveral Freemen and Cirizers 
and others ſay , in the words of the Prophets) it was thou, 4 man mine 
Equal,my Guide and mine Acquaintance ; as if they ſhould fay, it was 
thou,O Richard Brown,a man,yea,a man like my lelf,aTradeſman,mine 
Equal,a Free-man,my Guide even the Father , Capiain , Head , and 
Guide of the Cuy ; that walt choſen to Regulate by Law , and not by 
thy Will contrary to Law,Who halt committed ſoine for refulirg to take 
che Dathes,whea chou waſt rot in a, fic Capacity ro Adminilter thoſe 
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9 
ſuch an aftnal and continued worker of Violence ; Breathing ent Threat- 
nings and ſlaughters , againſt the quiet, harmleſs,porr, [nnocent Sheep, 
Lambs.and Dilciples of Chrili. having,as is Judged, Saxt-like, received 
eA«thority from che High Pyieſt, Atts 9, x. As 26. 9. And out of 
thy blind zeal, art now think;ng with thy ſelf, that thou oughteſt to do 
many things, cortr.:ry to them who are in the Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel, evcs in the way of that Jeſu of Nazareth; who,after the way 
which rho and chy High Piefts calls Hereſie , are 10:ſhipping the 
Ged of their Fathers;vvho Believe all things that are written in the Law 
ard in the Prophets and are ſich as have hope towards God,which I thick 
thou doelt not allow of, nor believelt that there ſhall be a Keſerreftion 
of the dead both of the Juſt and of the nnjuf, according to Att 24.14, 
15. The which, if thou did{t Xeally Belicve, and that according to 
2 Cor,5.14. with ſeveral Scripzures more , how that we mult all appear 
before the Jndgement Seat of Chriſt , that every one may receive the 
things done in his Body , according to what they have done , whether 
it be good er bad ;, the which if thou didft, rhen Confident 1 am, thou 
wouldſt not dare thus, Jeh-lthe, to pur thy Saul-tike- Commiſſion 
into ſuch fiery Execution , which thou doſt in the City, where many of 
the Saints thou doſt ſhnt up in Priſen, having as aforeſaid, Received Arr. 
thority from the Chief Prieſt ; and by thy 'Deportment towards them, 
we may in Reaſon jndger hat if they were to be prit ro decth, thou, Saul - 
like, wouldſt willingly give thy Conſent, vea, and thy voyce allo agaiz/t 
them; for we ſee that thou in the Cty, dolt by cell inhunmane words, 
earings , Scoffings, Deridings and Threatnings , even Frightening 
many Poor Souls, as thou didit Jeremiah ves, out of their Reſelntions; 
Even many of them to Swear,to the relating of rheir7 ender Conſciences, 
even to the cauſing them 59 walk morraterlly the remainder of their 
dayes ; Whilt thou force? feveral that were mad? Free,and others that 
were forced, (as thou doelt fome now) to Swear under the Late Power, 
even molt abominably co forſwear themſelves: for, ro Swear for and 
againſt,or againſt and jr , I do afficm is nothing lels ; the which poſit. 
bly may bring ſome of their pray hairs with ſorrow to the grave; the 
which if they will not yield 60 , thou wil: be ſure to make their poor 
Wivesand little ones know ſorrow ven by ſhutting up their Husbands, or 
Fathers into Priſon-holes and Dungeons , as we ieveral of us were at the 
Gate-houſe at Weſtminſter ; who hxving been Committed and Printed as 
Trayto2s,and never ſo much as tryed or brought before any Amthority, 
yer were the 25th, day of the firlt Month, vulgarly called Arc, found 
Innocent, and are now freely ſer at Libercy bybe Kins an d his C ov» 
B cil, 
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IO 
ci, without exther Swearing c JOY » Or paying ſo much as one 
Groat, the common and antient Fees ; For,as we are intormed, the King 
lent fifty pound to Sir Edward Broughton the Priſon-keeper , for ous 
Diſcharges, and good Reaſon too ; and that becauſe we vere moſt wn- 
juſtly impriſoned in his Name, as Traytors againſt Him ; by which 
means, We had loſt ahove rex weeks tire, from our lawiul Employ- 
ments, to our great Dammage, to the ſpending of much time,of ſome 
o:hers of our Families allo to look after us, and making Proviſion for 
us, even to the undoing of ſome, who lived two or three Milzs from 
the Piiton ; by which means, if our nearelt Relations came often after 
us,0:her things might, and without queſtion,did go but badly with us 
at our Habitations, 

And this J do affirm, That if King Charles ſhould but forbid ſuch 
Acts of Violence (the which of neceſſity muſt cauſe the Land to Mourn ) 
And,as he hath done for us,fo allo if he would bur Reſcxe thoſe many 
Poor Oppreſſed Ones, thoſe Mer and Women, thoſe Tender Lambs of 
Teſus,out of thy Lion-lthe ( laws, and thy Bear-like Paws ; who art as 
eager in thy purſute after them, as a She-Bear bereaved of her Whelps. 

I fay again, if King Charles ſhould but do thus to them and hers, 
in other parts of the Nation ; confiven: J am, he would do a far 
more acceptable Service to Gol, and produce more good to his own Soul, 
then thou O KR. Brown,and thy vain Glorious Citizens can pollibly do,ei- 
ther to him, your ſelves, or to Gods Glory, by your High Towering, 
Babel-like Pagions, that with ſuch Zeal and Exgerzeſſe you are Build- 
inz, for the Solemnizing of that Feaſtival,of hung his Temples wich 
a Glittering Therry Crown of Gold ; when in 7rath it ſhould be Solem- 
nized, rather with Sober and Serioms Conſiderations, and with Mature 
Deliberation,(not whether it ſhould be done oz no?) but that it be done 
with Holy and Earneſt Deſires to God, that God would Fit, Furmnſh 
and Ezable him, with ſuch 5+ hk Endowments, and Quallifications 


from Above, and with ſuch Wiſdom, Courage and Boldneſſe, that there- 


by he might be able to go in and out before this People ; ſo as that 
he might be Exemplary, in his being a Patrerz to his Subjetts, both in 
Pit'p and Patience, Percy and Yoteration, Juſtice and Jntulgence, 
Pie:y and Purity, Courteſte, Chaſtity, Charity and Faithfulneſle ; that 
ſo there might be,/ike King and /tke People,even to the pulling down of 
all Vice, with Srage-Plajes, May-Games, and Pattimes ; and Eſfabliſh- 
ing of Truth, Vertue and True Piety, and all things that may render 
a Nation Amiable in the Eyes both of God and Many that ſo God 
who 1s the God of Mercy, Truth and Peace, may in much Mercy, 
Heal our Diſtempers, and Build up our Nation; and (0 {nte the Hearts 

Of 


I1) 
of all the people of England, 8 to another ; that though they differ 1 
Judgement, (0 as that thzy cannot have cloſe Communion one with ano- 
ther; yet they may have ſo much Z.ove one for azother, as that they 
may have {mor one with apother ; that ſo there be not ſuch difference in 
eAfﬀettions, as to-become Enemies one toanother, even to the leading in- 
to Captivity, and caſting in'o ſtrong Holds, Priſoz-holes and Dunges ns , 
as it is at this day ; alchough tor the Producing and Propagating of 
Truth,they may #rite and Diſcourſe one with game. Fs « thatſo Errone- 
Ous Perions may read themielves and their Actings, as ina Glalle, 
and ſo may reform and amend, 

But inſtead of ſhewing perſons wherein their failing lies, thou hat 
violently haled poor Innocent Pertons to Prion, who did not 
injure nor Wrong Thee in the leaſt ; in which Actings of thine towards 
them , Thou haſt uſed to much rigor, as that thou haſt done it, even 
with much [rd/gnation,even to the grinding of thy Teeth ; So that thou 
haſt dove that which cauſed God once to complain againſt Iſrael of old, 
Amos 5. 7. who turned Judgement into Wormwood, and cautced Righte- 
ouſneſle to ceaſe in the Earth ; Thou haſt zo: at all thewn Mercy : 
Threfore,O R. Brown, Hear what the Lord ſaith by his Servant, Jam.2. 
I 3..For he ſhall have Judgement without Merey,that hath ſkewed no Mer- 
cy ; and Mercy rejoyceth againſt Judgement ; For thou haſt by thy Violent 
Atltings, contracted that Aiſery upon thine own Head, that the Prophets 
of old did on them by their prophaneneſs, Jer.22.15 . For thas ſuith the 
Lord concerning theſe Prophets, Behold, I will feed them with Wormwood,c 
make them Nrink, of the Water of Gall ; for fromthe Prophets of Jeruſa- 
lems,ts prophaneneſs gone forth into all the Land,as thy Violence hath done 
from London: Therefore may it not juſtly be taid to Londoz,as once the 
Lord ſaid to Feruſalem, becauſe of the Violence that was found in 
Her, by reaſon of Her Blooly and Cruel Actings, which ſounded 
forth over the Land,as thine hath done from the City ; For thus ſaith 
the Lord God, Exzck, 24. 6. Wo tothe Bloody City, t9 the Por whoſe 
Scum us therein, and whoſe Scum ts not gone out of 1t ;, bring 1t out piece 
by prece, let no lot fall upon it. And again Verl. 9. to Iig.' Thws ſaith 
the Lord God , WA to the Bloody City, 7 will even make the Pile for 
Fire oreat. Heap on Wood, kindle the Fire, conſume the Fleſh, and ſpice 
it _ and let the Bones be burnt. Then ſet it empty #pon the coals there - 
of, that the Braſs of it maybe Hot, and may Burn, and that the filthizeſs 
f it, may be molten init, that the Scumns of it, may be couſumed, She 

ath wearied her ſelf with Lies, and her great Scum went not forth out 
of Her ; Her Scum ſhall be in the Fire. In thy Filthineſſe s Lewdneſſe. 
ecanſe I have Purged Thee, and thou waſt not Purged, thox (alt mn 
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Cas} 
be Purged from thy Filthines any more,till I have cauſed myFury to reſt upon 
thee. 1 the Lord have ſpokgn it ,it ſhall come to paſs,and Iwill do it, I will not 
go back, neither will If paregneuher will I repent according tothy wayes,and 
according to thy doings ſtall they judge thee , ſauth the Lord Ged, or the 
Great Jehovah. Therefore ſaith the tame Prophet.Ezek, 30.1,The Word 
of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, Son of Man, Propheſie and ſay, Thus 
ſaith the Lord God, How! ye, wo worth the Day ; For the Day ts near, 
even the Day of the Lord is near, a clon1y Day, it jFall be the time of the 
Heathen : For ſaith the Prophet, Nakum 1,2, God 15 jealous, and the 
Lord revengeth, and is furious, the Lord will take ! 'engeance on bis Ad- 
werſaries, aud he reſerveth (or layeth up) Wrath for bis Enemies ; The 
[od is flow to Ariger, and great 13; Power, azd will zot at all acquit the 
WWiched ; the Lord bath his way 1a the Whirlwiad, and in the Storm, and 
ihe C loads are the Duſt of his Feet ; (2: is a terrible Cod, behold his 
Great Pbwer ) F02 he rebukgth the Sea, and maketh it dry, and dryeth 
upall the Rivers : Bathan langmijbeth, and Cuinel, axd the Flower of 
Lehanon /angniſheth ; The Alcuntains Quake a: him, and the Hills 
melt, 2d the Earth is burnt at his Preſence ; yer, the World, and all that 
dwell thereia, Uo can land before his Ind 194:A1 102? eArd who can a- 


| bide in the fierceneſs of his Anger ? Hes fury is ponred out like Fire, and 


the Rocks are thrown down by him, The Lord is good, a ſirong kold in the 
day of trouble, and he knoweth them that truſt in him : But with an over- 
flowing Flood , ke will make an utter ead thereof, and darkzefſe ſLail ptr ſue 
his Enemies : Therefore ſaith the ſame Prophet, Nahum 3.1, Wo 
to the Body Ciiy,'t 5 full of Lies and Robbery, the Prey departeth not ; 
The noiſe of a Whip, thenoiſe of theratling of the Wheels,a:4 of the prax- 
fig Horſes, and of the jmmping ( bariots; The Horſe-man lifteth up the 
brigh: Swozdy, a»4 che gliciering Spear, axd there i5 a Multicude of 
ſlain, and a great number of Carcaſſes ; Becauſe of the Muliitude of the 
Whore1oms of the well-favozred Harlor, the Miſtreſs of Witchcrafts, that 
ſelleth Nations through her Whoredoms, and Families through her 
witch-craſts ; Behold, I am againft Thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts,and 
I will diſcover thy shirts upon thy Face, and I will ſhew the Nations thy 
vakedne(s, and the Kingdoms thy ſhame , And I will caſt zbomizable filth 
up2n Thee, and make T hee Vile, and will ſet Thee as a Gazing Stock, ; 
For ſaith the Propnet, Jer. 6. 7. As a Fountain caſteth out her Waters, 
ſo ſhe caſteth out her Wickedneſſe, Violence and ſpoil is heard 12 her, before 
me continually ts Grief and Wounds ; Wherefore ſaith the Lord, Jer, 6, 
8. Be thox inſtratted, O Jeruſalem; And may no: ihe Lord ſay to Lox- 
doz at this day? B2 thou inftrvted, O London, leaſt my Soul depart 
from Thee, leaſt I make Thee Deſolate, a Land not Iahabiced, And may 
ncrc 


- 


(1 

not his Servants ſay,eſpecially now on pull them fo violently from their 
CMeenings , even Men, Wonen, and C hilaren (as a man may fay)and 
force them into Priſon-hcles, and Dungeons ; 1 lay may not they jultly 
cry out and {ay with that Propher. Jer. 6-10. To wrom ſhall 1: give 
warning that they may here ? Behold their Eaxy i wncireumciſed, avid 
they caruot hearken , Y3eholv,che Word of the Lord us to them a Re- 
proach, they have no delight init, And veil, 13. For from the leaſt of 
them, even to the greateſt of them , every one ts given to Covetonſneſs, 
ard from the Propht even tothe Prieſt, every ene dealeth falſely, And 
may we not fafely {ay to Enpliad at this day, with the fame Propher, 
Jer, F430. Thar a wonterful ana lorrible thirg ts com mitttcd ” the 
Lard, The Prophets propheſie falſely , aud the Pricils bear Rule by 
their means ; and the People love ro have it ſo : But what will ye doin 
the End thereof ? For,O Richard Brown, when the Lord ſhall make [s- 
quiſition for ood, be Remembreth them , he forgetteth not the Cry of 
the Humble, Þ.3)-9.11. For Pyericus :» the ſight of the Lord are the 
death of his Sai1::, Phl.1i6-15., 1 meaii the peaceable tender Lambs 
of Jeſus,thar little 0c), who are quietly Keeping the Word of Chriſts 
Parierce, waiting upai: '.;2 11 all his Ordinances, Appointments,and Ad. 
miniftrations,chac ace fo nic! lghied, villified, and undervalued by Men 
in this our Day. 

Therefore know, O Mayor, tat whillt thou art Haling the Lords 
People to Priſon , ard Indeayouring with all that Jitle Petty Aite of 
Power thou haſt a!loted thee, ro bring them at an under, that then thou 
att but doing the Devils drr-d;ery ; for jo faith the Spirit, Revel.2- 10. 
Fear none 0 thife things whuh thou (halt Suffer x Behold the Devil 
ſhall coft ſome of yore into Priſo;! , that ve mzy be tryed, And you ſhall 
have 7 ribulation ten dayes : From whence, 0 Richard Brown, I would 
have thee.and all Perſecuting lpirits to Note what the Spirit ſaith in the 
Text, Behold {or take notice of it) th: Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you in+ 
to Priſon : I lay again, ler all periccuting ſpirits know z yea, and be- 
hold , I ſay again, left they ſhould teem to have fome Colourable Ex- 
cuſe at that great dayof Account, when God ſhall jucge the ſecrets of 
men by Jefus Chrift, according to the Goſpel, Rom. 2.16, I lay, I would 
fain have all pert5ns in Places of Authority, Know,-that as they are ſer 
as Magitirates , they are by the Appointment of God to be a terronr to 
evil wks , and a praiſe to them that dowell, Rom,1 3.3, Bur ro Jmt- 
P2iſon, Puniſh, or Baniſh from the Land of their Nawvity, any thas 
own the Goſpel of C hriſt , upon a Scripture Account, isto prove them- 
ſelyes Pertecutors;for 1 ſhall challerge the ableſt and Learnede(t Perſors 
In 
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-io this Nation , that can waſh their hands of Roomes Traditions,to ſhew 
any ſuch Warrant from Gods Word in the leaſt ; for,as I ſhewed to the 
King in my Fanaticks Mite ca(t into His Treaſury (in the firft [mpreſ« 
fon,1n Pages 12.and 13.and in the laft, in Pag,g.and 10, )that a Miniſter 
of the Goſpels not to be as a General in a eArmy,to F righten, Beat, ard 
Fight men into Faith ; buras an Embaſſadour, to perſwade, to Invice, 
gently to treat ith, and to increat 1nto the way of God ; the one be- 
ins Evangelical, or Golpel, but the way of force being Di abolical and 
of the Devil ; and whillt they are made believe they are doing Gods 
Work {for faith Chriſt, Joh» 16,2. the time will come that when they ſhall 
kill you they ſhall think, they do God good ſervice ) They are then mari. 
feſting themielves ro be Drudges to that Evil One ; for fo faith the 
Text, Rom-12.10, The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Pyiſon &c. 

Bur here ſome may objcc&t and ſay, That this is a Text out of the Re- 
velations,and the Revelations is very Myiterious, and the Text may 
mean ſomething elſe, 

To which I Anſwer, That I judge it is meant /iterally, and that ir 
ſhall be eAttually performed , as we lee in a Meaſure it 15 at this day ; 
the which is a great Confirmarion of my Faith in the Truth of it; So thar 
What I have ſeen,and fel:,and heard, that Declare I, as in otherfo in this 
Caſe ; and therefore I ſhall farther Anliver , that though the Devil, 
hath not as I know off, nor ever had any Fower, Attually as a Com- 
miſſion Officer , as a Major, or Juſtice of Peace, lotodo; yer 1n- 
#rumentally he may (0 do, in and by Ben that are fo Commiſſtonated; 
and although I cannot truly ſay, that ever any CMayor,cither of this 
or any other City , or any Juſtice of Peace, of this, or any other City, 
Town, or Rorrough , was ever a Devil ſimply ſo conſidered ; yer I mult 
take leave to thirzk who is in Men, when they ec ſo comrary to the 
very Heathen, and have not learned , or rather by reaſon of much 
Bloed-ſhed, are hardened aud blinded,chat they cannor ſee how to at as 
meer natural men or Heathens, that walk oncly by the Light of Nature ; 
Even to do by another, as freely, as they would have another do by 
them : So that though I cangot ſay , that avy Mayor , or Juſtice, 1s 
a Devil; yet I can ſafely, and upon a good account, ſay with our 
Apofile, Epheſ.2.2. That there are ſome who walk, according to the 
conrſe of this Woyld,according to the Prince of the Power of the Are, 
the ſpirit that now worketh ( 1 pray mind it ) the ſpirit that now Workerh 
in the hearts of the (hildrn of Diſobedience. And there are ſome that 
are led Captive by the Devil at his Will, 2 Tim.2.26. And ſuch ſhall 
fall upon the People of God when the Devil, their Maſter, hath a Com- 


miſſion 


(1 

m1jſion Signed, and ot before ; Ns, Þ Devil knew Jeb long before he 
could do him any harm;for the Lotd faid unto Satan, Hoſt thon conſider- 
ed my Servant Job, that there 1 none like him in the Earth, a perſett 
and an wpright mar, one that feareth God ard Eſcheweth Ewil , Job 1. 
8,9,10. Then Satan anſwered the Lerd and ſaid, Doth Job fear Gud for 
nought ? baſt thou not ſet an Heage about tim, and about his honſe,cnd 
about all that he hath on every ſide, thou hat bleſſed the Work, of his 
hands? and his Subſtance is increaſed in the Land: therefore we find that 
the Devil ſaid, Put forth thize hand now, and tonch All that he hath and 
he will cur(e thee to thy Face : And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold, 
All that be hath is in thy Power , onely upon him put not forth thine 
hd. 

So, or when he had his Commiſſion Signed Satan went out from the 
preſence of the Lord , and the next news we hear of Job, the Sabeans 
are (ommiſſionated by this General,the Devil,to take away , to kill and 
roflay ; for lo faith the Text, verl.14. And there came a Meſſenger to 
Job ard ſaid, Thy Oxen were Plowing, and the Aﬀſſes feedmg beſide 
them , and the Sabeans fel! vpon them, and took them away ; yea they 
have ſlain the Servants with the Edge of the Sword, and 1 onely am 
eſcaped to tell thee : and the Devil being in a rage againſt this good man, 
verl, 16. T he fire of God (laith the Servant ) came down from Heaven, 
and hath burned up the Sheep, and the Servants, And in verſ,19. The 
Winds (mote the four Corners of the houſe, wherein his Sons and Dangh. 
ters were, and killed them, 

Whence I would note, That ids and Fire,though the Creatures of 
God , yet when the Devil hath a Commiſſion , they are in his Power, 
and in his hangs to bring his Deſign abont ; as that Ban of Sin , his 
Inftrument , ſhall be by him al(o Commiſſionated , Revel.13.13, to call 
for fire from Heaven , in the fight of Men, 1 hint this the rather , be- 
cauſe the time I judge is very meer , when thac ſhall be Ated forth, that 
ſo thoſe that ſee it may be confirmed and ſfrengthened in the preſent 
Truth , for the [mage ſhall be made of the Pealt, that had his wound 
by a ſword, and dia live ; and that when ic doth come, yea may know 
it to be of the Devil that grand /mpoſtor , and not of God ; though 
that fire,as this in Jobs caſe, ſhall and d1d come down from Heaven, Bur 
to proceed; 

And the next newes alſo that Job heareth, is, That the Devil Im 
powers the Armies of the Caldeans, who come forth in three Bands, 
who alſo killes, ſiayes and takes away; And if the Devil will do any 
thing to the Perſon of Job he muſt Cogg for a new Commiſſion,and when 

he 
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he hath it,he mn/? not touch Jobs LP2.Job 2, 45,6, By vertne of which 
Commiſſion, he preſently brings ham full of Boples, from ihe Crown of 
the Head to the ſoal of the Feet , yea he brings tim as low as poflivle 
he can, even to the very next door co death ; he rings him as near to 
t,as we ule to fay,almoſt as tour pence to a Groat even to the Dunghi!l, 
yet his Life he mnſt not torch 5; And whillt Job yer holdeth his mmegrity, 
the Devil comes rato his WWife , to periwade him to Relingniſh his Con- 
fidence , and to let go his [ztegrity, that fo he might have his End , as 
1 fear he hath n this time of tryal, into many a Proud, Coverons,Carnal, 
Faithleſs 1Voman , to perſwade their Hwubands to Swear or Ingage 
themſelves out of Priſon; contrary to the Requirement of the Lord 
Chriſt , Matth,5.34. Swear not at all ; Rather then lofe omrward 
Pomp, Pleaſure, Pride, Profir, Priferment, 7a what upon an ont- 
ward account, is to preſerve an outward being , Iutle conlidering what 

will be the Brtrerneſs of it hereafcer, 

From which caſe of Job, before I go farther, 1 would have all men 
in (hriftian Love to take notice ; eſpecially Londons Tradeſ-men, that 
Bny and Sell, and get great Gaiz ; I fay,I would have them and all to 
take notice, 

1. That the Devil knowes how Men have their /ncommings , how 
they are p2eſerved, and how they are bleſſed ; who could give to 
Ready an account to God of what Job had, both at home and abzoad, 
and how all was p2eſerved ; and that chicy avoyd his Baits in their T raid- 
ing, both in Buying and Selling, . 

2. Obſerve, That whilt Men af in the fear of God doing goed, hating 
and Eſchewing Evil, that then God taksth ſpecial notice of them, ard 
lHedgeth them about. 

3. Obſerve, That the Devil hath zo Power on ſuch Perſons, nenher 
le nor his Jnſkruments, rill God give them a Commiſſion, 

4+ Thar if ſuch Perſens , keeping cloſe ro their God, by fearing him, 
and Eſchewing evil,ſhould be by the C ommiſſion of God under the De- 
wil, or his Inſtruments hands, that then they ſhould »or be caft down ; 
but take notice , that it is but for the Tryal of their Faith, and the [n- 
creaſe of their Graces, 

And therefore ; firft, 1 would beg all Gods People, in all caſes to 
keep cloſe to God , in hu own way, fearing him , and avoiding all ap= 
pearance of evil ; that ſo God may keep cloſe to chew, and bleſſe them 
with all Bleſſings, both Spiritual and 7 emporal, and might Hedge them 
about on every ſide- 

Secondly, That if God ſhould Swffer the Devil , or his Jnſtru- 

men:s, 


(17) 
ments,to caſt any of chem into Pr:ſox, That then Job-like they hold their 
Integrity, to the advancing of Gods Glory, and the Eternal Fenefit of 
their own Souls ;, for Bleſſed is he that Tutureth Temptation, for when 
he ts tryed, he ſhall receive a Crown of Life which the Lord hath promiſed 
to them that Love him, James 1.12. For they that ſhall be with the 
Lamb, are Called,and Choſen and Faithful, Revel. 17,14. 

Again, We ſee that King David himlelt,though a Man after Gods own 
heart became an Loftrument in the hand of the Del, Satan,or that evil 
one,to bring dawn Gods wrath upon [ſrael , even to the DeltruQtion of 
threeſcore and ten T houſand , in three dayes time ; as I ſhewed fully in 
my Fannaticks Mize caſt into the Kings Treaſury,in Page 51,52. of the 
the firſt Impreſſion, and in the Lait Edirion, in Page 38,39. from 
2 Sam,24.compared with x Chron,21,1. Yea,and alſo the Lord Chriſt 
faith to his People , that rhey (hall be haled before Kings, Rylers and 
Magiſtrates,for his Name ſake, Mark 13:9. 

And as that Evil one makes ule of Kings, Rylers, and Magiſtrates, 
good Men and wicked Men , ſome by one means , and ſome by ano- 
ther, to puniſh Gods People : So, ſecondly, he maketh uſe of Learned 
Men, gified Men, and Teachers , as his Inſtruments, to ſeduce and 
draw off, if poſſible, from the Simplicity of the Goſpel , and from the 
Truthas it is i» Jeſw; And ſuch are called, Bewitchers , Selucerr, 
Deceivers,Falſe Teachers, and falſe Apoſtles : And all this he doth by 
theſe Inſtruments, that he may bring poor Souls to Himſelf; for faich 
that Servant of the Lord , ſuch are falſe Apoſtles , Deceitful Workers, 
Transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of Chriſt ; and no marvel, 
for Satan himſelf 1s Tr ansfermed into an «Angel of Ligh: ; therefore it 
# no great thing if his Miniſters, 6+ Transfozmed in:9 the Miniſters 
of Righ:eouſneſs ; 7a , ſuch of which there are many, whom the 
Lord Chrilt relleth us off, CALar. z. 22. who in that day will fay unto 
him, Lord, have we not yyopheſied in thy Name , and in thy Name 
caſt out Devils, and in thy Name done many Wicuderful Wozks - 
who ſhall ſay unto them, 7 Profeſſe I never knew you, Depart from 
me you Workers of Iniquity ; $0 allo faith the Apolile, 2 Pet, 2.1. But 
there were falſe Prophets amor g the People as alſo there ſhall be falſe 
Teachers among you , who ſhall privily bring 11 Jamnable Hereſies ; 


yea,ſo faith our Apoſtle, As 20.29. Know this alſo that after my de- 


parture , (hall greedy TUolves enter in , not ſparing the Flock ; alſo of 
; your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away 
Dyſciples after them, &c, Such whom he telleth us, do /ie in wair t9 
deceive, Ephel.4.1 4, 

C And 


(18) 
And thus we evidently ſee, the Devi/ hath his Civil, and his Ec- 


Clefiaſtical Inſtruments ; tis Spiritual, and his Temporal Engines, that if 


he cannot get men torelinquith the Wayes of God, by a Perſecuting 
Hand,then he ſtriveth what he can to poyſon them with Falſe Dottrine, 
Errours and Herefies ; and the one he endeavoureth to do generally 
at all rimes, the other, but when he-hath a Commiſſion : So that it 
may be ſaid to Perſecwtors, yea, and to the Devil himſelf, as once the 
Lord Chuiſt ſaid, That he, nor they, can do nothing, except it be given 
them from above, John 19, 1x, For as the Devil mvſt have his 
Comm: ſſion __ before he or his /nſ{ruments can Act any thing a- 
&2in{t Gods People ; So, 

Secondly , he is Limated , for, ye ſhall have Tribulation ten Dayes, 
ten Dayes 1s his time Limited ; And as I ſaid before, I Judge, and 
thaic upon an Experimental Account, that this Text 1s meant Really 
and Actually,that 1t ſhall be performed ; So Ifear,that ſome that have 
Experienced it ſo to be, have and do own it trictly in the Sence of 
Ten Natural, or Artificial Dayes, following one ſucceſſively afcer 
the other, conliſting of twenty four hours a piece ; or elſe they would 
no: have made ſo much haſte out of Priſon as they did, ſome by Sweer- 
ing, and ethers by Engaging, to the Diſhonoar of that God they ſerve, 
the Blemiſhing of his /7#:þ, and the Diſencouraging and ſtumb- 
ling, of weak, fingle-hearted Souls, and the great burthen of their 
Brethren under the ſame Sufferings ; For we are not to Limit the Ho- 
ly One of Iſrael, how long his ten Dayes ſhall laſt, or in what Sence 
it is meant : Some tarough Mercy , lay above tex Weeks, and had 
ten Moneths been added to thoſe ren # eeks, and ten Tears to thoſe 
teu Moneths , they duiſt not in the leaſt have entertained a Thovght, 
to have gained their Enlargement, to the Diſhonour of their Maſter, 
by Swearing to Xing Charles, contrary to the Law of Bing Jeſus, 
who ſaith (Mat. 5. 34.) Swear not at all. As to the re Dayes Im- 
priſonment, we know it poſſibly may be ſome Years, as the Apoltle 
Paul was, Who had worn out two Years at KReme, after he had ap- 
pealed to ( eſar , where the ſtory of the Scripture leaveth him undgr 
Bonds, Ats 28, 30, But Gods time of Deliverance, is the beſt time 
for deliverance; through Mercy ſome have had it ; and therefore I am 
Defirous that others ſhould wait for it, 

But this was,and is the great Confidence and Comfort of ſome of Gods 
People, that the Devil is Limited, as to his Power, as well as to his 
Time ; He can go no farther than his Bounds ; For all that he hath, 1s 
in thy Hand, ſaid God to the Devil ; Orely upon himſelf put not forth 
thy Hand, Job 1. 12, And Sata appeared before the Lord 4 ey 

ime, 


19 ) 

Time, Job 2.3. And the Lord nl unto Satan, Faſt thou conſidered my 
Servant Job, --- who ſtill boldeth his integrity,although thou moved me 
againſt hw without a cauſe. From whence, I for my own part, have 
great cauſe to Rejoyce, yeaand I do Rejoyce, in that Cauſeleſly 1 
and others of our Judgement were haled to Prifon, and injuri- 
ouſly Printed as T2apto02s, and that by the Good Hand of our God 
kpon us, our Innocency is cleared, and we cleared without Fees ; 1 
{ay again, it was the Good Hand of our God upon us, and we mult to 
his Praiſe, acknowledze it, 

Bur to our Matter : The Devil hath done what he can to Job, and 
yet Fob holds his Integrity ; But th: Devil will no: fo leave him ; for 
Cith the Devil, Skin for 5k1n,and all that a man bath will be grve for his 
Life ; put forth now thine hand, and touch his bones and his fleſh,and he will 
Curſe thee to thy Face, And the Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold he is in 
thy Hands, but ſave his Life, Here is a new Commiſston, and a new 
Limitation ; whence we may (till take notice of the Providential 
Care; that the Great God hath of his poor Faithful Ones ; for ſaith 
our Saviour, Are not two Sparrows ſould inthe Market for ene Farthing, 
ard not one of them (hall. fall to the Ground, without your Heavenly Fa- 
ther > But the very Hairs of your Head are all numbred, (pray mind it) 
are all Numbyed ;. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more Ualue than 
many Sparrows ; Doth God take care for Oxen? 1 Cor. 9, 9. Doth 
God take care for Sparrows ? And will he ndt take care for you, if you 
in his ſtrength, ſtand firm to his Requirements, O ye of Lutle Faith ? 

God gives his S2rvants Gifts and Graces, and Gol requires 
an Improvement of thoſe Gifts and Graces, that ſo hz may have 
the Glory of them : And therefore the next thing conſiderable in the 
Text is, That the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you 1910 Priſon ten Daves, 
that you may be Tied ; mind it Souls, itis that you may be Try 
ed. And now Friends, look to your ſelves, you that were nor 
willing in times of Proſperity to keep clole to the Words of Chriſts 
Patience, Will hardly with Patience lie in a Priſen, or a dark Dunge- 
on, in this hour of Temptation, thac ſhall come upon all the World , 
to try them that dwell upoa Earth, to try thoſe that live upon the Earih- 
ly Vanities of the Earth, upon Creatures, and! Creature Comfor.s ; 
I ſay look to it, for I am verily perſwaded,and that by the Word of the 
Lord,:hat God hath yet a finer ſeive to bring his peovle thorow;And as 
I ſaid in my Fanzaticks Letter, in page 19, God i5 10 gorng ro gather 
Congregations ont of Congregations, and Churches out of Churches, On! 
how many are there that have alte:dy fallez through this Conrſe Serve, 
and theſe no mean Ones neither ! This lictle Ridling time, me-thinks 
it ſeems to me like the Dragons Tail , ſpoken of, Kev, 12, 4, That 
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them into tih2 World again, for their earthly Mindednefle : 1 could 
wiſh that ſuch ſouls would ſeriouſly conſider the danger they are in, 
from Heb. 6.6. Oh conſider this, all ye that forget God, leſt he take 
you away, and there be none to help, Pſal. go. 22, 

Chriſt is now fitting as a Refiner and Purifier of Silver, Mal, 3. 3. 
And he will purifie the Sons of Levi, and purge them as Gold and S1l- 
ver,that they may offer an Offering in Righteouſneſs ; He 1s now at work 
with his Fullers Soap;and how can they be cleanſed, that will not en- 
dure th2 ſcouring Water of Perſecution ? 

Tr.refore know, that if ye will not endure the Heat of the Fur- 
xace , if ye will not hold out the Tryal, if ye will not truſt to the Re- 


finers $kall, and wait his Leaſure ; if yea will Leapout of the Fire, if 


yore will forink, thus-1n the wetting, if ye will neither endzre the Ful- 
lers ſcouring , nor the Refiners Purifying, you cannot expe tooffer a 
Pure Sacrifice in Righteouſneſſe. 

Conſider Friends, that God is now provoking you to jealoufie, by 
a People, which upon a Scripture account, are not a People; as he did 
Iſrael of old, Rome.11,11, And will you be as ſtupid as they 2 Have 
they not lain by you ? Have you not ſeen their C oxrage, their Conſlan- 
cy, and their Boldzeſſe, bo:h in their Sufferings, and their Meetings ? 
And can you give out ſo eafily > Have we no: a far better ground to 
Suffer then they? Have we not Larger Promiſes than they? For Eye hath 
rot Seen, Ear hath not Heard, neither hath it ever entered into the Heart 
of Man to conceive, what God hath laid up for them that Love Him, 

Oh I beſeech you Conſider, if {ſuch things be laid vp for them that 
Love Him ; Let us examine our Wayes, and ſee whether we have 
Loved Him, his Laws, his Statwtes,his Ordizances,and his People, as we 
o tght to have done? Have we had that Loveto the Lord,his People, and 
the whole Creation, as:We ought to have had 2 Hath the Converhon 
©: Sor!s ben elteemed in our Eyes 2? Hath the Eftiblithing and Con- 
i11ming of Soul;,b2en elightful rous > Have we laid forth our ſelves, 
to make the Wayes of King Jeſus eAmable, Lovely and Deſirable 
tall men? Have we by our Conttancy in oar Aſemblings together, ac- 
cording to the Requirement of the Lord, gone on Wiih Chriſtian Con- 
r:ge and Boldneſſe, no: Fearing the TUrath of the. Ring ? 

'O Frienis. Conſider, whether the Love of King Jeſus, who laid 
down his Life for you, "that you might Live ro Eternity, or the Wrath 
of King Charles, nach bzaen molt raking upon your Afﬀections ? The 
Brexch of-whoſe Proclamation, tak2 1t at the worlt that can be. ima- 
vined, could but bring you to the Grave, that cannot contain nor 


hold 


drew the third part of the Stars after it, and caft them to the Earth , caſt - 
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21 
kold you long ; For the Sea Fo, pri up the Dead that are init ; eAnd 
Death, and Hell, or the Grave, ſhall Delizer up the Dead that are in 
them; And all ſhall be judged, every Man, yea,every Dan, accord- 
ng to bis Works : And at which time, if our Wovks are not found 
Perfett before God, the ſecond Death mviſt be our Portron, Oh! 
That they were wiſe, that they underſtood this , that they would Conſider 
their Latter End, Deuc. 32. 2 

O Conkhider what your Actings have been ! my not the Lord Chriſt 
ſay to you, as 9nce he ſaid tOhis Ditciples, ar. 26. 40. What,could 
you not watch with me one hour > What, could ye not hold it out with 
the Fox men? how think ye you will be able to run with the Horſe mez > 
And my na: I lay to you , in tlie words of our Apoltle, Gal.5.7,S. 
You did Run well, who did binder you, that ye ſhould not obey the 1 ruth? 
This- perſwafion cometh not of him that called you, who ſaid, Mar, 
5.34. Swear not atall. Oh Conſider, Friends, the ſaying of our 
Apoltle,in verſ.9. How that a /ittle Leave Leaveneth the whole Lump ; 
How many eyes arc, and have b2en upon you, and ſuch as you are, 
that do thus undervalue the words of your Malter King Jeſws > Whar 
can be expected from poor Souls, ſuch as are but Texder Lambs of Te- 
ſus > O, Ibeſeech you have a care, for you that have known much, 
from you God will require the more ; O then have a Care and Conſi- 
der, that 10. ye may give up your Account With Joy ,. and not with 
Trembling. Oh that they were wiſe, but to ſet Erernity before their 
eyes, that ſo they might pleaſe God, not at all fearing the faces of 
Men. " 

Yet herein I would not be miſtaken ; yea I ſay again, I would not 
herein be milt:zken ; for I donotin tae leaſt periwade to Rebellion, 
azainſt King Charles, to Gratifie Ring Jeſus, for that is not agree- 
able to his L2w ; But I would have them, in obeying King Jeſus, to 
obey Kizg Charles ; and in obeying King C harles, to obey King Jeſus : 
As thus, I would have them obey King Jeſus, in all his Laws, Sra- 
tutes, Ordizances and Appointments ; not Fearing Ring Charles, nor 
his Proclamations ; And vet I would have them, according to the 
Requirement ot that Servant of Hing Jeſus, Kow. 13. 7. To Reider 
ta King Charles, Cuſtom, Tribute, Fear, ani Yonour. I would 
have them Obey Kizg Jeſus, and to be 1o careful to avoid Ferſwear- 
ing, as not to Swear ior that Yeſterday, and this to Day,and the other to 
Merrow : for 10 Day, and againſt o Alorrow, as 1t 18 at this Ca y W:th 
Thoufands ; But I would have them lo :0 avoid the danger of For- 
ſwearing 11 every Cate , as that 1 would have them in no C 
Swear at all ; according is Mat, 5. 34, Jams g.12, The which 


ale [Go 


. . 
I TIES 


_- 
CY - 
———_—_ _ 


ver ume" 0 refs —__ -» 


- 


- - et > 


eo i et tet 07> 
. +. _ 


CE IE 


(22 
in my Fanniticks Teſtimony —_ Swearing,is cleared ; And yer 
I would have them, according to the Regrirement of King Jeſs to be 
as faichfull in their Yeas and Jays,to Ring Charles,yea and Fatthtuller 
roo, than thoſe his SubjeRs, that Raw, Dam, Rerd, Tear, Swear ard 
Forſwear, 

I would allo have them fo fear King Jeſur, as that I would not have 
them fear King Charles ; for Rulers are not (et up for 2 Terrovy to cood 
Works,but to the Evi Rom-13.3, Wil: thou then nor be atraid of the 
Power ? do that which is good , and thou ſhalt have praiſe cf the fame : 
for he is a Minifter of God to thee for good ; bur if thuu do that which 
is Evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the Sword in vain ; for he is the 
———_s of God, a Revenger tO execute wrath upen them that do I-yil, 

om.13.3,4. 

Bur Cm I hear multitudes will be ready to objeR and 
lay; If King Charles was ſet up for this end, and had the Sword 
of Juſtice for thus Canſe put tmto hu hands , why is it as it ts with us at 
this day ? Why are we in ſeveral Goales, and Dungeons in moſt Connties 
in England,when we are fornd no evil Doers ? when they have nothing 
againt us 1 any thing ſave in the m-tters of our God ; who ſaith by his 
$-,Swear not at all;Nay, why are, and have been ſeveral Impriſoned 
that have ſworn > And why have ſome Perſons been forced to pay Fees 
& Traytors , though they have Sworn before they were put into Priſon, 
and not taken from Meetings neither,but from their own habitations, if 
the Alagiſtrate,as the Scripture ſaith, be ſet vp to be a praiſe to chem 
that do well ? why were we thus rudely Hurryed? Why.cryes out ſeveral 
1n Newgate, are we thus cruelly Impriſoned by Richard B2uwn, and 
kept in without Tryal ? Why were we cry out ſome thirty of them .commit- 
ted to Newgate the xoth. Day of Abib Exod, 113.4. or the firſt Month, 
from our peaceable Mecting out of Beech-Lanc,by the City Marſhal ard 
the rude Rabble , and ſaw not the face if a Magiſtrate till the 
Eighteenth day after,that we were carryed before him ; the tendereſt of 
whoſe Mercies are meer Cruelty : 7 ſay, if ſerving of God peaceably and 
quietly, with Reverence and Godly Fear,be good in the Sight of God : 
How can thoſe anſwer the turnmg the Edge of the Sword of Juſtice up- 
on them, before the great Jebovah,who put that Sword into their haxd: ? 
and if ſo, Why are the poor peaceable People of God, that are no Turkiſh 
ſlaves,but the free born Commoners of England , thus enſlaved ? Why 
muſt the Sword of Oppreſſion rhws be ſuffered in the hands of Richard 
B120wn, #ſte1d of the ſword of Juſtice ? Why are the ſeveral Juliices 
of Peace, 7» the ſeveral Counties of England , rh1s ſuffered to __ 
te 


the Peace of the Innocent Lambs 6 Jeſus , in their peaceable Meet- 
ings ? 

"Andif an y man ſhall ask me the reaſon, why I queſtion theſe things? 
I mult A»ſwey them in the words of Little David,ia that x Sam.17,29. 
What have I now done , « there not a cauſe ? Is not that great Goltah 
ef our times, defying the Holt of the 1ſr-el of God, that Reme-bred 
Monſter, Perſecution ? Is it not now vaunting it ſelf agairt both the 
Carſe and People of God ? Is it not cow pulling down thole that carnor 
drink drunk, go like eAnticks, Spot and Paint, Whore, and 'Rant, Rerd 
and Tear, Swear and Fo2ſwear > Is not this a Cauſe why the Peo» 
ple of God,who will evidence themſelves ſo to be, now to ffand up for 
Parity, Piety,Peace, Mercy,Truth and Juſtice.ard in fuch a time as this, 
boldly,Couragiouſly, & Mantully ,to fight the Lords Bartel.and to lay a- 
bout chem with the Sword of the Spirzr,which is the ord of God, Joh. 
6.17.and chiefly and more frequently to meet together,and with a peace- 
able,gecntle & holy violence, come with great Zeal into their ſeveral and 
reſpective Meetings, to pray tothe Lord, and fer their ſhoulder to the 
Work, as one Man, to offer an Holy Violence to the Throne of Grace, 
that God would let King Charles ſee what he hath done for him ; and 
allo what he doth expc& from him ; that ſo the End of his faithful 
Subje&, in caſting that into his Treaſury, may be effteed ; To which 
purpoſe it ſhall be my requeſt to all my Brethren , that they would both 
privately and Publickly Meet at their Publick Meetings, ro cry Mighti- 
ly to the Father, by the help of the Spirit, in the Name of his Son, Kin 
Teſs, that he would Afﬀilt King Charles, in that needful work of Self- 
Examination, and due Con/fderation ; Not forgetting the Great, the 
Mighty , and the Noble of the Land , nor thee Richard B2own, al- 
though thou art ſo cruel 5 But to remembet alſo all J«ſtices of Peace, 
yea,and all the Nation in general, that are thus bent againſt Gods Peo- 
ple , With ſuch a ſpirit of bitterneſs , that God would let them fee how 
they requite the Lord for his Benefits beſtowed upon him and them ; 
andto them,in doirg ſo much for him their K;»g:To which purpoſe, that 
it may be the more Effectually done, I ſay to them all, as I do co Henry 
Den about Swearing, m my Fannaticks Teſtimony againſt Swearing, 
in Page 45 that they would call for,and crave the afliflance of all in that 
Page mentioned, that ſo they may,if poſſible, have one Word of God 
from the ablelt of their Learned Men, for their thus imprifoning and, 
abuſing the Fock, of God ; or any man elſe , for their worſhipping theit 
God, becaule they cannot worſhip with them : I fay again , I would 
have every ſoul be fully latisfied herein,before they proceed farther,that {o 
they 


they may have the Word of God for their Warrant , as a Fonndation of 
their Faith herein , for ſaith: the Apoltle, Rom.14.23, Whatſoever ts 
not of Faith,is Sin, Foz Fatchis the full perſwaſion of che heart of 
Man, grounded upon che P20:miſes of God, and wought in us by 
the Spirit of God. 

So thatif thou halt Not a Word of God for thy Warrant, as a Found2- 
tion of thy Faith hereia , thy Fazth 15 no more Faith bur Fancy , and 
therefore have a care Soul, who eyer thou art, though never ſo great ; 1 
fay again in the fear of the Lord, have a care,that the Lord ſay not one 
day co you , that are thus found perſecuting his People for worſhipping 
him ( nor at all harming you) as once he ſaid by his Propher to /ſrac/ of 
old, Ifai-1.12./ho hath required this at your hands ; Why have you En- 
ſnared, [cſlaved, Imprifoned,and evilly Intreated my People; when I have 
done fo much for you , when I have given you ſo much Liberty, 10 
much Freedom , {o many Priviledges and [njoyments? and can ye 
not ſuffer the Members of that Body,of which my Son Jeſus is the Head, 
no Liberty at all? When Ki”g Charles wanted his Kingdoms, Wealth, 
Liberty, SubjeAs, Armies, Arms, Ammunition, Magazines , and 
Store- houſes,/Sumptuous and Fair Buildings, Parkes and Chaſes , Mea. 
dows, Fields and Paſtures,Ships and Shipping, with all chat He hath, and 
all thac He doth enjoy ; and all this He hath by His own ſhewing,again 
and again, from the hands of our Father, that Loved us and gave his 
Son to Die for 4, yea, He hath what He hath from the hands of our 
Father, who is {o tous by Promite;not onely by Creation, bur allo by Re- 


' generation and Adoption ; yea,we have his Word for it, 2 Cor,6,1 2,18, 


And by his aſſiſtance have performed the conditions, and I have his Seal 
for my Som-ſhip, Epheſ.1.13. and through Mercy I (peak not Parrot- 
like, but what I have through Grace (een and known, felt and looked 
upon, and handled,that I d:clare ; iris that which giveth me boldneſs 
now, Atts 4.13. and will give it me at the day of Judgement, 1 Joh 4. 
17, And although we are his peaccable and quier Subjects , by the ap- 
pointment of our Father , yer he carcth not for us, bur is defirous to be 
rid of us, and ao Roome fit for vs in all his Territories, bur a Priſon ; 
and in theſe Priſons the Duzgeon, and that by many thought to £o0d ſor 
ns t00; alchough we never deſerved ſuch things at his hands, I am ſure he 
promiſed us better thirgs , and that upon conditions too , the which on 
our parcs \vere never yer broken , nor never ſhall be, let him deal with 
us however he pleaſeth ; yet our peaceable Meetings are broken , and 
cur Forms and Accommodations in thoſe Meetings, broken to pieces, 
Demolliſhed and burned ; and chat by che Rude Rabble : and ſhould 
we 


- 
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we (were it our Principle) be bur P. Tumul.uous as theſe are,that at 
every turn have to do with us , we, ſhould then be looked upon as very 
dangerous Perſons & luch as there might be ſome colour of Impriſcning ; 
bur, bleſſed be the Lord,we are not ſuch,and yerare and have been Impri- 
ſoned : and in Kent leveral have been Haled away to MMaideſtoxe , who 
now lie there ; and cur Brother {7ſe, whoa ſhort time betore with his 
own hands, preſented 2 moderate and an honeſt Petition into the Kinros 
Hand,in order co th procuring a Leberty according to the Kings Prom:ſe 
again, again, and again ; bur we fee the Conclultion is a Priſon , a 
Dungeon ; but this 1 am confident of , that he that fitterh in the Hea- 
vens doth laggh luch violent Aftions to ſcorn , and the Aers of ſuch 
Oppreſlions , he will have chem in Deriſicn ; yea I fay again , the 
Lord will have them in Deriſton , for lo {airch the Lord by the Mouth 
of a King, Pfal.2.1,&c. Why do the Heathen rage , and the People 
Imagine a vain thing ? the Kings of the Earth ſet themſelves , and ihe 
Rulers take Counſel together againit :he Lord,and againſt his Arumted ; 
ſaying, Let us break their Bonds aſnnder, and caſt away their Cords from 
#5, But in the mid(t of all thele Contrivances, as in Be/ſhazzars caſe, 
Dan, .5. there is a Hand-wr:t:rg in the ay , that will caule ſome 
Tronuble,the which I cannot but declare, and it is no more but the words 
of the Text ; for ſaith the Spiric of the Lord in verſ,q4. He that firteth 
an the Heavens ſh:ll Laugh ( and who can hinder him ? ) yea ch; Lord 
ſhall have them in Deriſion, and who ſhall gain-ſay it ? 

Bur give me leave 1n Chriſtian Love to go on to give this {aution, in 
the words of the ſameMan ofGod,inv.10, Be wiſe therefore,O ye Rings, 
be InſtruTted yea Judges of the Exrth , ye Judges beture whom the 

accable People of God often in your Circuits are Haled ; Ard you 
Rds of the Earth that are to Sea] Decrecs againlt them ; I fay agaiy, 
take good heed in Gods fear, what ye doto them ; for ſaith the Propher 
to the People of God , and that to their great comfort, Zach. 2 $, 7le 
that toucherh you, roucheth the Apple of his Eye ; 2 tender place, a 
choice thing , yea,they are his Sovs and Danghters, 2 Cor.6.17,18. His 
Jewels, Mal. 2.17. His choice onesthat ſhall be hrs ; ſuch as he himſelf 
will ſpare, as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth him, 

And if you will not ſpare them, look to it, the Lord will have you in 
Deriſion , the Lord will Largh you to ſcorn; O then be inftrufted ye 
Judges of the Earth, for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord ; And 
will you not ſpare the peaceable Sons and Daughters of God , that he 
would have ſpared ? If X5:zg Charles ſhould fay to you, Spare ſuch 
or ſuch a man that comes betore you , would you dare to Cordemn and 
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Execute him ? How dare you then Arraign,Judge,and Condemn to Pri- 
ſons,and ltrong holds an Dangeons, the Sons and Daughters of the preat 
God , who are ſo near and dear to him ; and ſuch of whom ho hood 
Chriſt faith, He that receiverh you yeceiveth me ? Mat, 10. 40, eAnd in 
as much as ye did it nt toone of theſe littles ones, ne did it net unto me, 
Mat.25-45. eAd,Sau),Saul, why perſecnteſt thou me > Alts 9.4, There- 
Þ4 fore upon the Sear of Jrdgemernrt Remember Aercy ; for he ſhall have 
| | Jud gement without Me rex,that hrth ſhewed no Mercy -— Jam. 2.13. 
; I would not here de miltaken, I do not plead with you Judges, that 


| you ſhould pervert Judgement, far be it from me fo to do z but if ye 

[0 had a Baprcift, ſuch as I am now pleading for, a Malefaftor, let my 

: Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, or my Pen fall out of my 

hand , if eyer I cither ſpeak or write in Vindication cf any , or of my 

Self, if found in the way of evil-dging : Burt if after the way,which you 

call Hereſir,1 or any are found worſhipping the God of our Fathers, 1 ſay 

again and again , I hope I ſhall by Divine affiftance plead and write if 

poſſible ; And herein, I would have you all to take that ſafe Countel and 

good Advice of one of your Prethrcna Dottor of the Law, As 5. 34. 

who laid verſ, 33. Refrain from theſe men,and let them alone , for if 

this Counſel or this Work be of man,ig will come to nothirg ; but if it be 

of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt je be found fighting againſt God j; 

And it 15 a fearful thing to fall into the hands of theLiving God, Heb.1c., 

31.Fcy our God,or the God of the Bap:13ed People, 4 conſuming fire. 

4 Uſe Moderation therefore I forewarn you, leſt the fire of this God fall 

ſuddenly upon you, as once it did up9n Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 

Neighbouring Cities, for their abominations : Be wiſe therefore, O ye 

K ings, be Inſiruf'ed ye Jndges of the Earth ; ſcrve the Lord with 

fear , and rejoyce before him with trembling ; Kiſſe the Sen «Ht he be 

angry, aud ye periſh from the way , when his wrath is kindledgea but 

a lintle ; Dleſſed, yea T ſay again, Fleſſed are ail they that truſt m him, 
Plal.2.10, Cc. 

© then I beſeech you in Gods fear have a care, both Pyince and 

People , what ye do,in ſhutting up the peaceable Meettrgs ot the quiee 

People of God, fuch as would according to the requirement of the Lord, 

do Gods Work in Gods way ; they would not zeg/ctt rhe aſſen;bling 

of themſelves together, as the manner of ſome is , but would Exhort one 

another daily, whilSt it is called ro day ; who accordirg to the 

Requirement of the Lord by his Apoſtle, x T im. 2.1, would tuſt of all 

make Prayers, Supplications, 1 nterceſſions, and g101ng of Thanks for 

all men ; for Kings and all that are in Anthority ; for King Conn, 

an 
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and all his Conrtiers ; for av 4 8 and all his Ciri2e2ss And 
for Juſtices of Peace in all Cries, (orporations, Towne and Berrovghs, 
with all their G entry, Citizens, CM mrfattures, Teoman, and Reſtic *s 
that God would open the eyes of their underitandings, fo as that they 
might fee what chey 2re a doiag, and how taey on all hands, are rey» 
dring to God tor all bis Benefirs beltowed upon them ; in making and 
in {0 Eagerly prolecu.iog that Pzoclamation, to ſhur up thoſe peaceable, 
quiet, harmleſs, and In-ofterve Aeetings of Gods People, to the 
hindring,as much as 11 them lyerh, their Prayers from Alcending up to 
God and his Blefling from Detcendirg upon them ; in which however, 
they have, and ſhall nianitelt themſelves ro be our Enemies, yer I (hall 
let them know, that notwithſtanding their thus uſing us, we dare not 
neglect our Durics,in pr3iv'o for them ;for that is the Requirement of our 
Lord and Mafier King Jeſ,who as he faith, Swear not ar a!l, Mat.5 34, 
ſo alſo he faith, verl. 44. Love your Enemies,leſſe them that curſe you, 
do g00d to them that hate yo , and Yap for them that deſpitefully uſe 
you : And for my own part, dare no more omir the doing of che One, 
than I dare yield to the acting of the other : And therefore, O Richard 
VB20wn, 1 ſhall ler thee know, that ger me into thy Clutches whea thou 
wile, and ora Commiſſion to offer me up as ſoon as thou canlt yet 
know , that in the words of my Brother Stephez, he who firſt taught 
Gods People how and in what manner to Svffer, Afts 7. 60, I ſhall in 
his words {ay , both of him that ſhall give out ſuch a Common, and 
tee that ſhalt gain ir,8 of him that ſhall E xec#te it,and of all that ſhall 
xejoyce at it,and conſent to it; yea,for all, be they High, be they Lov ; be 
they Rich, be chey Poor; be they Young, be they Old;be they Free, be 
they Bound, King or SubjeQts , I fay in the words, and I hope in the 
Spirit of Truth,with my Brother Stephen I ſhall Pray, The L5v4 /2y ner 
this fia to their charze : and in the words of him chat was not aſhamed 
ro call his Congregation, ( Heb.2, 10.) nor his Diſciples, Brethren Siſters 
and Mothers, Mat.12.49,50. I fay in his words, I hope by the help 
'of his Spirir , I ſhall cry out and ſay , Father, forgive ” pa they know 
ot what they do , Luke 23.34. For this isa day in which we muſt 
expect nothing leſſe, buc Mockings, Fearings, Sceffings, and Deridings, 
Buffettings , Baniſhments and 1mpriſonmeats , with Tortarings , and 
cruel Deaths ; for I perceive by the Hatred, Malice, and Malignity 
of the generality of the Sons and Daughters of Men, chat it mult 
fare with us in our Crooked and Adulterous Generation , as with che 
Flock, of God gone before, yea, and with our Miſter himſelf, who was 
faid to have 4 Devil , John 10. 20, And at length, Away with him, 
Crucifie him, Cracifie him , _—_— The Apoliles Peter and Paul 

2 were 
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were boch put todearh , inthe laſt year of the Emperonr Nero ; Paul 
Was Beheaded, and Peter was Crucified with his head dowhwards,ſaith 
Enſebius Pamphilins,in his third Book, the firſt Chapter, 

O Friends, Confider,what are your Fears ? what are your Doubts 2? 
Did ye not run well in a Sun-ſhiny day, who did hinder you ? you lay all 
your Confidence in an Arm of Fleſh, and is it vaniſhed with it > Shall 
10 many of us come out of «gp! with iſrael of old > And ſhall our 
Carkaſles fall thus as did theits in the Way ? Shall but ſome ferv Ca- 
lebs and Joſhuahs enter into Canaans Glory of the old Stock? Numb. 4, 
22, 23, 24, What need we Fear, are not all our Hairs numbred > 
Can the Two Witneſſes be Slain, till the Forty and Two Moxeths be 
expired, and their Propheſies fulfilled > Doth not the Nation ring of 
your Apsſtacy in this Cloudy Day 2 Do not that People called Onua- 
kers,upbraid us with your backſlidivgs in one County, and another, a 
third, and more ? 

O Friends , It is the burthenof my Soul, to hear ſuch Atinys as I 
hear ; and that my rejoycing towards you, and on your bzhilfs,in my 
Fanraticks Letter, in page 5. &c, 1s to ſo little purpole ; 1 well ho- 
ped it might have proved an Inſtrument in Gods Hand of much good 
unzo you ; but I fear it was much lighted and undervalued, becauſe 
it dropped not from a tall Cedar, but ſprung up from ſo wear and low a 
ſkrub : But to ſuch Souls, I mult tay in the Words of the Pro- 
phet, 1/a. 40. 28, &c. Haſt thou not kzown ? Haſt thou not conſidered ? 
Haſt thou not heard, that the everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creatour of 
the ends of the Earth fainteth wot, neither is weary? There is ns ſearch- 
ing of his Wnderſtanding ; He giveth we to the faint, ard to him that 
hath no might, he encreaſeth ſtrength : Even the Youths ſhall faint,and 
the Young men ſhall utterly fail ; But they that wait upon the Lord, ſhall 
rezew ther ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up with Wings of Eagles, they ſhall 
run and not be weary ; they ſhall walk, and not be faint, for of a Truth, 
Ged is no reſpefter of Perſons, but in every Nation, he that feare:h Him, 
and worketh Righteouſneſſe,is accepted of him, Ads 10. 35, * 

And now, why ſhould I much wonder to ſee ſuch Apoſtatizing 
times, when the Lord by his Servant telleth us, That day ſhall not 
come, except there come a falling away firſt ; at whoſe coming he him- 
ſelf putteth it to the Queſtion, Whether he ſhall find Faith on the 
Earth > Luke 18, 8. And this is the uſe,that througa mercy,I make 
of theſeſtimes ; I ſee hereby, my Saviour was a True Prophet ; And 
this is a Confirmation to me, that I am in the Truth, in which time I 
alſo ſee and feel ſuch Halings before Magiſtrates to Priſon, in this time 
when Iniguity doth ſo much abound, And - Second» 
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Secondly, This leads me out G - ſelf, to ſtand by the ſtrength of 
Him that is Mighty, by whoſe ſtrength onely I have yet flood,and fill 
hope to ſtand ; Ir was by his ſtrength, that I lived and ſurvived the 
dampneſle of the Dungeon, void of Light or Air, thoſe ten Weeks 
together ; Ir was by his help, that our Conſciences were kept unde- 
filed ; and by his helvy it was, that Way was made for us, in the 
Hearts of the greateſt of the Nation, to Releaſe vs without Fees; Ic 
is by the help of Joſephs God, that was with him in the Priſon, Gez, 
39.that it was (o well with us as it was ; It was bythe help of Dazrels 
God, that ſent his Apge/ to ſhut the Aſfonrhs of the Lrons, that we 
were preſerved from harm, amongſt a company of rude people , Fe- 
{ons and othets ; it was by the help of the God of Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abedzego, that we came out of our P2geon Without harm; And by 
the help of him that walked with them in the fiery Furnace, 1t Was, 
that we were conſtantly refreſhed , comforted and ſupported ; it was 
by the help of him that rwrned again the Cap:ivity of Job, that we were 
brought again from our Captivity ; it was by the help of him, who 
inabled David to break through a Troop,and to leap over a Wall,that we 
are at preſent Eſcaped from the Guards of Soxldrers, that watched 
our Gates night anJ day ; ic was by the help of him who ſent his 
Angel to ſtrike off Peters Chains, and to open the Priſox-doors, that 
we were inlarged ; it was by help of him whoſe grace 1s ſuſhcient for 
poor Souls, that we were ſupported in our Spirits ; Yea,it was by the 
200d will of him that bxrzed in the Buſh,that our Zeal for the Caxſe of 
Chriſt, was and itill is continued. Oh then, let me beg you in Gods 
Fear, not to droop in this Cloudy day , for there is no Crows but for 
the over-commer, no Reaping but for him that doth not faint ; Oh then 
let the hands hanging down,and the feeble knees be ſtrengthened, and 
held up, and look up and litt your heads, for your Redemption draweth 
mgh,the day of Jeſus is at hand, the Kingdom of God is even at the 
door;for yet a little while and he that (hall comewill come and will not tarry, 
and the Taft muſt lrve by Faith, 

And now K:ch. Brown, I would have thee know,that though I ſpeak 
to my Brethren in this City & Nation,in ſome part of my Diſcourſe, yer 
it is not beſides my bufineſs;for thou well knoweſt,that it is the nature 
of an Alarm ſo to do,to Rouſe Friends as well as Enemres ; I ſhall Ap- 
peal to thine own Practice herein,that when thou gavelt an Alarm, to 
Oxford Wallingford, Banbary,or any other of the Rings Quarters; whe- 
ther thou did(t not as well therein mind thy Friends of their Dutres,as 
well as thou didft defire to put the Kings Friends to hardſhip , and 
urFon 
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upon Diſculties ; And finding fo = cauſe for it as I do, occaſioned 
partly by the Rigour of ochers 1a places of Authority in other parts ; as 
well as by thy cruelty to thoſe our Friengs,who are as good Friends to 
Kings Charles,as thoſe with ſuch Eagerneſs thou did(t formerly put to 
ſuch hardſhip, Impriſon, and hang up ; I have, I ſay good reaton upon 
this account,to lay What I have (aid, 

And if thou ſeem to take” Exceprions at my ſaying , we are as good 
Friends to King Charles,as thoſe thou ſo dealc withall, 

To this I ſhall anſwer, and let thee know, that thou art a far greater 
Enemy to Bing Charles the Second herein, then thou walt to his Father 
King Charles the Firſt , King Charles the Second, and the Dxky of 
York,, 1a thy lo haltily hangivg up, and making tuch Hzvock of his 
Friends ur Abrgton, or elle where; Bur to ſperk in the Language of 
D.;4 CUB in another caſe , 1 Chron, 21, 17. <*: for theſe poor 
Sheep, wu #.ve they done ? Pick and chuſe, rake che Cenders, if 
hop Rodeit chem fuch, and hang them »p if thou judgeett meer , bur 
Ic the J:n2cc.! Suffer for , nor with the E-u/ty , northe peaceable 
wir': -* lem : 1 fayaonin , tha .tcu didit never do the King , nor 
7 crearre 2 cf, inthe height of all thy fury agaialt 

ri, and met Peicods, then ton doch Rinx Charles the Second 

'S 0148, in, debariine ods People theic Liberty ; when they ſhould 

£42 theft ſeveral 104 reſpe/tiv; Mectings , praying to the Lord , yea, 
and ciyrg mightily to the great Jehovah , for his aſſiſtance and help, 
to be ſhowred don upon him ; caar as he hath oiven him ſuch a Bene- 
fit, as toenjoy %intelf again in this Land of his Nativity ; that fo 
God would cable him to make ſurable Retnrns for ſuch Benefits be- 
ſtowed ; confidering the great D.wnger of the neglctt of it, that will re- 
dound , both to him ar his people, as I ſhewed him in my Fanza- 
ticks Mite , ca/t into the Kings (Treaſury , as in the whole diſcourſe 
of ir, is evidcat : and nor onely fo, bur alſo to pray for the grear Coun- 
cil , that are now gring to Sit, that God would bleſle ic, both to 
the 'Kizg and his People , and that what they do, they might be di. 
reed by the Lord, fo 2s chat they might be a Bleſſing both to the K ing 
and his People ; to the ſerting a period to theie Oppreſſions that are upon 
the Free-born People of Eng/ard, who ſeveral of them have been and 
are Imptiſoned without any Jult ar.d Legal Cauſe , ard that the Oppreſ- 
ſor might ceaſe out of the Land , and that there might be no more 
leading into Captivity, and that complaining in cur Streets, might have 
an End ; that the Alarm of War , and rhe ſornd of the Trumpet, 
might be baniſhed our borders ; that ſo the People of the Land _ 
at 
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beat their Swords into RP... oa their Speares into Pruning- 
hooks ; that all may a& out of a Principle of peace , with them who 
ſome of them onely are Fighting the good fight of Faith; that lo they may 
lay hold of Eternal Life, the Weapors of whoſe warfare are not Carnal, 
2 Cor.10 4. That they in their Meetings might allo Pray for their Exe. 
mies, and them that hate thens , and deſpitefully uſe them ; and for thy 
Self, O Richard Brown, thac God would ſheyy thee what thou art now 
Coing,thar the Lord Chriff. would cauſe thee co hear a Word from Hea-» 
ven , laying, Richard, Richard , why perſecuteHt thou me ? 1 an 
Jeſus whom thou Perſecnteſt; O what Benefit would this be, O Richard 
Brown , to thy poor Soul; I fay again, what a Benefic would it be, to 
thy poor,lean, languiſhiog fick Soul, to find thy Self co become a Preach« 
ing Part , of a Perſecuting Sax! ? Didlt thou but know the Efficacy 
of the fervent Prayer of a Kighteow Man, though poor , though 
mean, though deſpica ble in the Eye of the world, though unlearned 
as to Humane Learning ; yet a Prayer of ſuch a man , accompanied 
wich Faith , and made co the Lord in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
the help ot his own Spirit, that he/ps our [nfirmities , that Spirit thac 
is trom the Lord , and knowes the Mind of the Lord, that makes /z- 
terceſſions tothe Lord , with Sighs and groans that cannot be wttered ; 
and he that ſearcheth the heart, knoweth what tis the minde of the Spi- 
rit, becauſe he makgth Interceſſion for the Saints, according to the will 
ef God, Rom.8.26,27. 

And now, O Richard Brown, conſider with thy ſelf ſeriouſly , what 
harm ſuch a Prayer would do thee, the King or his People ; nay, con- 
der with thy elf, and that ſeriouſly too, whether thou doſt not do evilly 
in what thou doelt do, in that thou blockelt up the Meetings of Gods 
People, ſuch as thou haſt nothing at all againſt in the leaſt , bur as ro 
the matter of their Ged : I lay again and again ; yea, and I could wiſh 
with all my Soul, that I had but tuch a voyce, as that I could but fpeak 
ic ſo , as that thy Soul mighc be truly ſenſible of ir, thac we, are tome 
of us, an Innocent, harmleſs Peopie, ſuch whom thou nor any man, 
as to att;ons of violcnee, or any manner of ili will, either to the Ring, 
or his People in the leaſt , unleſs it be for wiſhing and defiricg the fame 
thing to Ring Charles the ſecond, thy Self , and 8ll his Subjects, as 
once our aged Brother Par! , did to King Agrippa, AQ 26. 29. I 
world to God that not onely King Chartes, and thor O Richard Brown x 
but all that are Englards Swbjetts this day, were altogether, as to my 
Priciples,both to God and man, as I am, 

And aow, O Mayo} , I would have thee ferioully to corfider, what 
wy 
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my Ead intended in this my Giving thee this Alarm,is ; and if chou doe 
not know,as I fear thou doelt not, in the linglegels of my foul, I ſhall ler 
thee know,it is not for any Revenge 1 bear chee, for God is my witneſs 
Lie not , Ido ic not for any ſuch End, bur that if potlible,thou iight(?, 
make a right [mprovement of it ; and that thou mightlt tor the time to 
come , even quit thy Self like a Man ; yea, thar thou quit thy Selt as 
thou pretendelt thy Self , as a Chriſtan z that fo thou wouldtt in the 
Spiric of Love, Meckneſs, and Moderation, if thou haſt it, inltrut per» 
ſons that are out of the way ; and not to cauſe them to fay of thee,as the 
Indians faid of the Spaniards, that were once fo cruel to them, Thar if a 
Spaniard went to Heaven, they did not defire ro come there ; Yea, I 
ſay , I ſhall ler thee know , thatas the Lord Chriſt , intendeth not a 
deltruRion to that Soul, that he requireth his Church, fhould be deli- 
vered up unto Satan ; but thatit ſhould be for the deltruRion of the fleſh, 
or of that fleſhly part , thaz cauled him fo to offend ; that fo the Spirit 
might be ſaved in the day of che Lord , x Cor.5,5. Even foit is with 
me, it is in Love I bear to thy foul that I do it, and for the caſe of Gods 
People; and therefore 1 ſhall ler thee know, that a deſperate Wound 
mult have a deſperate Cure; for Extreams muſt haye Extreams to 
Cope withall, and Ulſers muſt have fleſh to feed upon , not skin : Ir 
is neither Smoothing nor Soothing thee up in thy condition, that will do 
thee any good , bur harm z therefore in the faithfulneſs of my Soul, 1 
muſt rell thee , that thy condition is not to be dallyed withall; And as 
the honeſt Lawyer, as aforeſaid , dealeth with his Clyert , fo ſhall 1 
with thee, and ler thee know, That if that grim Sergeant, Death, ſhall 
but once Arreſt thee, upon an Attion of Battery, in the Name of 
the great Jehovah, ar the S*it of King Jeſus, for Perſecuting him in 
his Poor Bembers, and ſhall charge thee in his Declaring, with a Brown, 
Brown,Why Perſecuteſt thou me*He will recover ſuch dammages of thee, 
at that Great Tribunal, that he will deliver thee to the Jaylor,& be will 
commit thee to Priſon , and fo thou ſhalt not come thence,till thou halt 
Paid the uttermoſt Ferthing t Therefore be perſwaded to agree with thy 
eAdverſaries quickly , whilſt thou art in the way , Mat.5,25. And 
take that advice of the Propher, Ifai.g5.6. Seek the Lord whilſt he may 
be found,and call #pon him whilſt he is near. Let the wicked forſake his 
Wayes, and the urrighteous man his Thonghts , and let him return wnto 
_ Lord, far he will have Mercy ; and to our God, for he will have Com- 
p4 190, 
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And ſecondly, I muſt alſo with the 49zeft Phyſitian,let thee know, 
that thou haſt a very fou! Body, and overflowing with groſs Humors, 
that are very apparent ; the which may eafily be diſtinguiſhed, with- 
out either feeling thy Pelſes, or caſting thy Water ; for thou haſt ſeve- 
ral confuſed D:ſtewpers, as thy B2lly ſwelling with a T :mpany of Pride, 
and thy Body full of the dropſical Humors of UQiolence and Oppteſsion; 
And thou art deeply infected with that unſatiable diſeaſe againſt th: 
People of God, called Apetitias Cammue; And yet in a deep Conſum- 
ption of common humanty, pitty, and true piety, patience, penetency, and 
purity, love, lenity, and true loyalty, meckneſs, moderation, and true man= 
bood ; yea, and like Ephraim of old, Hef. 7. 9. thou haſt gray hairs 
here and there upon thee, and thou doſt not know it; and like that An- 
gel of the Church of Sardzs, Rev. 3. 1, thou halt a Name ts live, and 
art dead; and with that Leader of that Laodicean Church, Rev, 3, 17. 
ſuppoſeltchy Condition to be very good, and that thou art Rich, and 
that thou haſt need of nothing; and kyoweſt not, that thou art poor , and 
wretched, and miſerable, and blind, and naked : For thy Atings plainly 
diſcover thee to be what thy Profeſſion is not ;- But, ſaith our Saviour, 
By ther Fruits ye ſhall know them ; Do men gather grapes of thorns , 
or figgs of thiftles ? Matt. 7. 16. Do men preten4 to be Chriſti- 
ans, and yet act (o unlike Chriſt, and the Primitive and Preſent Chri- 
ſtians > What! a Child of God, and of a Perſecuting Spirit ?- I muit 
confeſs a Wolves Nature wrapt up in a Sheeps Skin, 1s that Which our 
Szviour hath fore:old we muſt expect m thete latter days ; and they 

2 ſo far from being his, as that hz forewarneth his People of them, 

1 requireth his to bzware of them : What! a Son to the God of 
Yeace, Rows, 16, 20, and yet a Perſecutor 2 A Brother to Chriſt, the 
Prince of Peace, ſa. 9. 6. and yet a hater of his Church, Which is his 
Bo1y? Col. 1, 24, A manpretending to be led by the Spirit of God, 
( for if a man have not the Sp:rit of Chriſt, he is noze of his, Rom. $. 9.) 
whoſe fruit ts love, joy, peace, long-ſuffert::g, gentleneſs, gredieſs, meck- 
neſs and temperance, Gal. 5. 22. againſt which there # no Law + Yer 
thou ſhewelt thy ſelf to be (9 far from being led by that Spirit, as that 
thou wouldeſt fain find out a Law, to de put in rigid execution, againtt 
thoſe peaceable quiet Baptiſts, that are led by that Spirit. 

And hecauſe thou, nor thy cruel Brethren Magiſtrates, in ſeveral 
Counties, as you pretend your ſelves to be, godly and chriſtian, yer 
finding no Law of King Jeſus for any ſuch cruel abominable actings, 
as you execute upon perions, to fulfil your own Juſt and malice, tN2Ie- 
fore ye are forced :o lay claim to thzP2oclamations of King Charles, 
and before there cam: torth one for your turns, lone in Lincoln-ſhire 
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made uſe of that againſt FE. nd Debauched perſons, who impriſon- 
edJohn Watts and others in chat Couney,and Willam Jefferyes, Matthew 
( «ffin, and our Brother Millar, with others, were queſtioned upon that 
P2oclamation alſo,as ev:/ doers,in the Weſt Countrey,nearDorcheſter : 
So that common Proverb in them 1s fitly to be applied, which ſaith, / 
is an eaſe matter to find aſtich to beat a Dog withal , yet if King Charles 
had no: made that P2oclama.ton againſt our quiet and harmleſs Mee: 
ings, ye had miſſed of your cruel and malicious Ends : And I muſt 
plainly ſay, that if he had not made it, he had ſhewed ſome reſpe& to 
us, for then he had continued us as he found us, till a Parliament had 
reſtrained us ; butthe making of this, and refuſing to take it off, till a 
Parliament, looks with ſuch a dreadful face, as that ichath frightned 
many a poor weak ſoul into a perſwaſton to Swear, contrary to the Re- 
quirement of Chriſt, who ſaith, Matth, 5. 34. Swear not at all, but let 
your Yea be Yea, azd your May Nay, for what is more than this cometh o 
evil, or of that evil One ; For ſaith he, Except your righteouſneſs ſha 
exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no wiſe en- 
ter into the Vrckes of Heaven. So that our Pears, and Nayes,ſhould. 
be more than other mens Swearings; and therein we ſhould be 
as faithful to Ring Charles 1:2 what we undertake, as our Brethren of 
Hollazd are to their States, 

But ſee, O Richard Brown, whether thy violence herein, do:h not 
evidence thee to b2 one that is acting in the fruits of the fleſh, the 
conſequences whereof are very dangerous; for ſaith our Apoſtle , Gal. 
5. 20, The works of the fleſh are manifeſt, ſome of which are theſe, which 
are ſo predominant in thee, even hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, 
ſtrife, and envyings, of wh:ch I have tould you in times paſt, that they that 
do ſuch things ſhall no: inherit the Ringdo.n of God. Thou that art 
ſo eager to force perſons to Sear againit thePope,doſt thou fight wich 
Roms Engines, /mpriſonmext, Bamjt ment the Gallows, Fire and Faggot? 

And now let me ask thee,O R.Brown,Where ar? thy ſences?Dolt thou 
pretend to own the Goſpel of Peace,Eph.6.15.th2God of Peace,the Prince 
of Peace, and the Spirit of Peace, and yet actett ſo contrary to them 
all > Doſt thou think rational men have not their eyes in their heads, 
becauſe thou art blind 2 Wilt thou with the /dezr, think every one a 
Fool, when he is the greateſt or molt apparent one himſelf 2 Wilt thou 
with the Drankard, think that every man elſe isDiunk,when drink hath 
joſtled out his Keaſo ? Dolt hou well kno thinz ovn Opinion, as to 
God & hisTruth,id as that thou canlt ſay, this or that isE7ror?or rather 
do:h not thy adtings diicover, thit thy Religion 18 as thoſe” Biſhops 
of England was in K, Heary the Eight's, Q.Mary's,and 2, Elizaberhs 

times ? 
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times ? now for this, and then (3 4 and then again for the other, 

Again, Conhider I beſeech thze,whereabour thou art; as for thy Re- 
ligion, I query whether thou art not yet to chooſe it ? I fear thou art 
as uncertain to that,as thou artin thy acts of YViolexce,and War : Once 
for the late Ring, when upon his Birth-days, and other ſuch Feſtivals, 
thou hadſt thy vain-glorious Bontires in Loyters, that muſt Sail up to 
White-hall with Wind and Tyde currently, to let King Charles the 
Firſt and his Courtiers know, that there was one Richard Brown of 
White Friars, a TAoodmonger, that did Honour him, his Birth, Breed- 
ing and Progeny ': But ſo toon as the Tyde is Turned, and when both 
Wind and Tyde is againſt King Charles, his Heirs and Succeſfſors, 
Houſe of Lords and Biſhops ; then, Who but Major General R, Brown 
engazing eagerly againſt the Houſe of the Stuarts, Houſe of Lords and 
Biſheps ? And now that the Wind and Tyde are come about again,who 
but &, Brown ? who more buſie than he? who more double diligent? who 
more ofhcious to frighten great eminent men of parts and abilities,in- 
to a perſwaſion (as he did Jeremieh [ves) to Swear, if not to Forſwear ? 
as in my Fazaticks Teſtimony againlt Swearing is evident ; with what 
is alſo judged a Reaſon of it in thee, as in Page, 45. So that here is 
up and down, and down and xp again ; One time tor a King, Biſkops, and 
Houſe of Lords, they againſt them, and now for them again ; and none 
of all this without Swearing : So that here is Swearing for, and Swear- 
ing againſt, and Swearing for again ; And becauſe thy Throat is ſo open 
a Sepulchre, thou art mad, and wilt Impriſon all, both young and old, 
rich and poor, that cannot ſwallow Daches as greedily as thy Self; So 
that here is one thing and another, and what you will, and for what 
you pleaſe, if you pleaſe but to conferre Honoxrs, Profits, and Prefer- 
ments upon him, provided you be bur of the trongett de, for that 
hath been the courſe all along : So that generally men, to fave their 
own ſtake ( as we uſe to ſay ) will Swear for that Power one Week, 
Moneth or Year, which the next, or ſo loon as it ſtands with their own 
Intereſt, they will be ready both to Pull down, and Swear againſt : So 
that who but Richard Bzown, when Ring Charles*the Firſt was in 
Power at White-Hall > but when the ſame Ring Charles, was ar 
DHolmby Houſe a Priſoner, who but Major General Richard Bzown, 
in full Commiſſion againſt him ? and who elſe mutt be ſent as on2 of 
the Commithoners to treat with him? 

But, Conkfider of thy cruelty, in all thy undertakings, Doſt thou not 
think O Richard Brown, that mcn have their eyes in their heads > do 
not all men generally know, taac Perſecucion 1s one of Ro.nes horrid, 
impious, and moſt abomnable 674 For in her ſhall be fre =— 
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Blood of the Prophets and of Saints , ard all that were ſlain upon the earth, 
Revel, 18, 24. For 1 ſaw the Woman drunk, with the Blood of the 
Saints, and with the Blood of the Martyrs of Jeſuw--- Revel, 17,6, 
And therefore , may I not ſay to thee, as once the Lord Chriſt 
ſaid to James and John, Luk, 9. 55. who when the Samaritans 
would not receive them, they queried with him, whether they ſhould 
no: call for fire fromHeaven, as Elras did,and conſume th2m?>To whom 
the Lord Chriſt made this reply, ſaying, Te kyow not what ſpirit ye are 
of ; for the Son of Man came not to deſtroy mens lives but to ſave them, 
Therefore, O Richard Brown, examine thy ſpirit, and ſee whether ir 
hi _ Chriſt or not 3 For a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot 

aiit, 

And how can men profeſs themſelves to be Chriſts Diſciples, and 
yet when they k:l, baniſh, or hale to priſon for the name of Chriſt, they 
think they do God good ſervice? Can theſe things ſtand together ? are 
theſe things agreeable to the mind of Go4 upon a Sctipture ac- 
count ? Examine thinz own heart, and try thine own wayes, 
and as thou profeſleſt thy ſelf uo be a Chriſtian, lay thy Actings to the 
Rule of Gods Word, try and examine them according to that iaying of 
our Apoſtle, x Johz 4. 1, Try the ſpirits whether they be of God? 
But if, upon a Scripture account, thou art not willing to enter into 
judgement with thy ſelf, then be perſwaded to try thy ſelf by thut Light 


_ 
within,as that People called Quakers,require their Hearers ; Even by 
the Ligh: of Nature, that which men have given them :o wiine's for 
or againſt them, that which will either accuſe or excaſe,even that Wit- 
neſs-bearer,ſpoken of by our Apoſtle, Roms, 2. 14. which Light is to be 
followed by thoſe that have not the written Lav of God to Regulate 


them ; and therefore we ſhall read the Text thus, For when the Gentiles 
which have not the Law (written) do by Nature the things contained in 
the Law (written) a having not the Law (written) are a Law unts 
themſelves, which ſhews the work, of the Law ( written ) to be written in 
their hearts,their Conſcience alſo bearing them witneſs,and their thoughts 
in the mean while accuſing or excuſing one another : So that that which 
doth accuſe or excuſe,is Conſcience, or that Light within; ſo that by 
their rule,Conſcizxce,or the Light of Nature,is Chriſt; becauſe it doth 
make manifeſt , and ſo they run it up; That which doth make manifeſt 
is Light, and Chriſt is Light, and his Light is Chriſt, or the Spirit of 
Chriſt; Chriſt and his Spirit is one,and cannot he divided ; and ſo that 
Chriſt, or their Light within them, is in them their hope of glory. I ſay 
again to thee, Richard Brown, Didſt thou but aCt and walk as the Hea- 


thens and Gentiles, dft thou but walk juſt. according to the Light 
of 
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of Nature, thou wouldſt not dare to at as thou haſt and doft, 

And ſeeing Conſcience is that which do:h either accuſe or excuſe, and 
that thou halt and doſt that which in Conſcience ought not to be done ; 
let me 1n plainneſs tell thee, I fear thy Conſcience 1s aſleep ; I ſay, itis 
to be feared Coſciexce is and hath been a long time in a deep Lechargy; 
therefore jogg it, rouſe it, awak2 it, tell it, it hath ſlept long enough, 
and that chou haſt ned of it, for thou haſt an Alarm from one of the 
Sons of Z10n, that tclleth thee thy Condition 1s ſad,and that he 18 ſuch 
an one unto thee, as. once the Lord Chiiſt was to the Woman at the 
Well of Samaria, Joha 4. 17, 29. that he is down-right with thee, and 
telleth thee in plainnel(s of ſpeech what thou haſt done, and what is thy 
canger, and \v'1at thy afts of wwolence will bring thee to. 

And when Coxſciezce is throughly awaked, ask it ſeriouſly, and de- 
fire it to ſatisfie thee plainly, whether it doth judge, that thou thy 
ſelf couldeſt be willing to be terved, as thou haſt ſerved many a poor 
man, yea many a miſerable poor man, that thou haſt caſt into Priton ? 
And were thy Children tender and young, as poſſible ſome of theirs 
are, at thy poor, empty, and naked houſe, crying out for bread ; and 
thou kept in Priſon not in a capacity to gain thine own nor theirs, even 
to the wounding of thy Soul, and to the great burthen of thy Spunt ; 
Ask thy Conſcience allo, whether it ought not to make ſcruple of an 
Oath, eſpecially in Swearing for and againſt ? and whether thou could- 
elt be willing to be forced to Swear one day for this thing, and another 
day againſt that ſame thing? Ask it alſo,whether it could be willing to 
be forced to go to ſuch a Worthip as is meerly Formal, Carnal, and in 
a great meaſure Papal/,when it is really convinced of the contrary? and 
wither it could be willing to be forced to maintain an Antichriſtian 
Minftery, in oppoſition to the true Miniſters of Jeſus ? 

I fay again, O Richard Brown, if thou art not willing to a&t as a 
Chriſtian upon a Scripture account, then rouſe up,and awaken thy Con- 
ſcrexce, and act but like a meer Heathen ; and confident I am, thou 
wilt find more comfort in it in the concluſion, than thou wilt in thy 
preſent actings by many degrees. | 

For now thou art Perſecuting the People of God, not knowing in 
what Relation they ſtand to the great God, and his Son Jeſus Chnit ; 
for as the whole bulk of mankind was in a loſt condition, and as our 
fuſt Parents ſold us all, by reaſon of their firſt tranſgrefſion ; ſo God 
found a way out of his meer Love, to buy us again to himſelf; for ſo 
ſaith our Apottle, 1 Cor.6, 19,20, Ye are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price ; therefere glorify God both in your bodies and 1n your 
ſpirits, which are Gods, And 1 Cor, 7, 23, Te are bought with a pyice, be 
not 
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not the ſervants of men;And he (3 ooehe us,ſaith by his Son, Mar. 
34. Swear not at all;ind yet thou doſt impriſon men and women, be- 
cauſe they will not ſerve mzn in Swearing for them, and when they 
would have them. 

Secondly, We coft God dear, even his own Sox, Tit. 2, 14, yea, the 
precious blood of that Son ; For fo faith the Text, 1 Per. x, 18, For ye 
are mt redeemed with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, from your vain 
oonverſation, received by tradition from your fathers ; out with the precious 
Blood of the Son of God, as of a Lamb without®blemiſh, and without ſpot: 
Yea, by theBlood of him that loved us and _—_ 15 from our ſins in his own 
Blood, Rev. 1. 5. and Rev. 5.9. and Heb. 9g. 12, 13, 26, 

And ſo, Firſt, We are his Portion;for th2 Lords People are his Portion, 
Deut. 32.9. Zech, 2,12, And now Richard Prown,confider what thou 
art doing, thou art ſquandring away the Lords Portion ; thou wert bet- 
ter by many degrees be doing ſomething elſe, for the very harrs of 
their heads are all zumbred, Matt, 10. 30. and he that Aſc 4 them, 
toucheth the apple of Gods eye,Lech. 2.8, Yea, ſo ſaith the Prophet Mo- 
ſes, Dent, 32. 10, ſpeaking of Gods People ; he found them in a De- 
ſart Land, in a waſte howl:ng Wilderneſs, he led them about ard inſtrutted 
them, he kept them as the apple of his eye. And this was the Prayer of 
Dauid when he was in diſtreſs, Pſal. 17.8. Keep me, ( O Lord) as the 
apple of thine eye, h:de me under the ſhadow of thy wings, Mens Porti- 
ons, we know, are to be employed for the benefit of the Owners, and 
the People and Portion that colt God ſo dear, ſhould be improved for 
God, by ſetting forth his glory in their ſeveral and reſpe&ive Meet- 
ings, and increaſing their number ; But thou haſt ſhut up their Meet- 
zngs, and ſhut them up into Priſon-holes, and Dungeons : O Richard 
Brown, how wilt thou anſwer the Lord Jehovah, tor theſe thy cruel 
dealings ? O in the fear of the Lord, conſider thy ways,and the Lords 
Patience yet towards thee ! ſhould the Lord be but as cruel to thee as 
thou art to his Portion, his poor, peaceable, innocent, harmleſs People; 
What doſt thou think would become of thee to Eternity ? Turn back a- 
gain to the Law-caſe in Page 32, and read thy doom, what it Will be ex- 
cept thou agree with him, whom thou haſt thus made thine Adverſary, 
even quickly whilſt thou art 1n the way.” 

Secondly, As they are his dear Portion by Purchaſe, ſo they are his 
Heritage, Joel 2. 17. ad God by his Spirit in his ſervant, x Pet. 5.3. 
requires thoſe that are the Elders over his People, that they Lord it not 
overGods Heritage,as the Pariſh-Prieſts uſe to Lord it over their Flocks, 
and the Biſhops were wont to Lord it in their Droces : But conſider O KR, 
Brown,funce thou wert L,Mayo2, how thou haſt lozded, nay tyzannized 
OvVeT 
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over Gods Heritage, whom NE. by the Lord never hadft an appoint- 
ment to overlook, nor watch over ; therefore ſee the danger thou art 
in for thy ſo doing, as well as others in all other Heathenih Nations ; 
for ſaith th2 Lord, Joel 2.2.1 will gather all nat 1085, and bring them down 
into the Valley of Jehoſkaphat, and will plead with them there; for my People 
and for mine Heritege, whom they have ſcattered among the Nations, Yea 
I ſay, O Richard 3rown, that God will reckon with thee for thoſe that 
thou haſt Impriſoned, by which meanes thou haſt ſcattered the Flock, 
and dilperſed, derided, and deſpiſed Gods Heritage; For thus ſaith the 
Lord, Verſ. 11. Come ye Heathen, (and I ſay) O Loyd Wajo} of 
London, that naſt not acted ſo well as moſt of the Heathens,unleſs thou 
Repent, thou alſo ſhalt there be Reckoned withall ; and that Reckon- 
ing will be terrible, for Yerſ. 16. The Lord ſhall roar out of Zion, axe 
utter his voice from Jeruſalem , and the heavens and the earth ſhall be ſha- 
ken.--- And Vetl. 19, Egypt ſhall be a deſolation,and Edom a deſolate wil- 
derneſs, for their Qiolence againſt the Children of Judah,becanſe they bave 
ſhed innocent blood tn their land : then beware, © BLODDDDP 
DAJDR. 

Thirdly,And as Gods People are the Portzon and Heritage of God, ſo 
they are the Yixyard of GoJ;for ſo ſaith that Kitfely Prophet, P[. $0.15. 
They are Gods Vine,cs the Vinyard which his own right hand hath planted; 
Yeaſo alſo as ſaith that EvangelicalPropher, Iſa.5 .1.1 will ſing a ſong to 
wy welbeloved,a ſorg of my welbeloved,tonching his vineyard my welbeloved 
bath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill, and he fenced it,and gathered ont the 
looſe ſtones thereof, and planted it with the choiceſt Vine. And Veil. 7. The 
Vineyard of the Lord of hoſts is the houſe of Iſrael, and the men of Judah are 
his pleaſant plant, And, ſaith the Lord by his Prophet, Zech. 12. 2. 
Behold, I will makg Jernſatem a burthenſome ſtone, and « cup of trembling 
unto all the people ronad about; and verſ. 3. I will makg Jeruſalem a bur- 
thenſome ſtone for all people, all that burthen themſelves with it (hall be cut 
in preces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together againſt it. 
Then let all Perſecuting ſpirits have a careghow they trexd darwin Gods 
Vineyard, for ſaith the Propher, Jer. 5o. 10, 11, For Chaldea ſhall be 
a Sp, all that ſpoil her ſhall be ſa:15fied, ſaith the Lord, Becauſe ye were 
o!al, becauſe ye reroxced,, O ye Deſtropers of my Pecple + Then have a 
care of thy ſelf, O Richard Brown, for God will have a (C ontroverſie 
with thee, for thy treading down his V7; ezard, for he is the Huſbad- 
man ; yea ſo ſaith our Saviour, Frbn 15, 1,2, I amthe true Vine, and 
my Father i the Heſband-man; every branch in me that beareth nat fruit 
he taketh it away. So that thou art hut a drvdge,a ſervant to lo? off the 
fruitleſs branches ; and therefore know, that thou art not ſet on work 
CL.NcT 
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either to cut off fruit-bearing-branches, nor the Vine, but thou beh1- 
veſt thy ſelf hitherto, as if thou wert ſet on work to root up the Vine, 
even Ring Jeſus ; and therefore know, that in the midſt of thy fury 
thou mayeſt make more haſte then good ſpeed ; and therefore in the 
Name of the Lord, I am come to let thee know, that this Stone cut our 
off the mountain without hands, Dan. 2. 34. this Stone which the builders 
rejetted, the ſame is made the Head of the Corner, and this is the Lords do- 
ing, andit 4s marvellons in our eyes ; Therefore have a care of being too 
fe with him; for whoſoever ſhall fall upon this ſtone, he ſhall be broken : but 
en whomſoever it ſhall fall, it will grind him to powder ; Yea, lo ſaith our 
Vine, Matth, 21. 42, 44. Then have .a care of thy ſelf, O Richard 
Brown, for if he fall upon thee, he will break thy Lordſhip to pieces;for 
he ſhall fall on the feet of the Image, and break it to pieces, Daz, 2, 


34» 35» ; ns , ; 
Fourthly, As Gods People are his Portion, his Heritage, and his Vine- 
yard, ſo they are his Sheep and his Flock,; for hz is our God, and we are 
the People of his Paſture, and the Sheep of his hands, Pſil. 95. 7, For 
know ye , ( yea I ſay again and again, know ye, ye Perſecu:02s ) 
Know ye,that the Lord he us God, it 15 he that hath made us,and not we or 
ſelves, we are his People nd the Sheep of his Paſture, And thus he led his 
Flock of old by the hand of Moſes and Aaron, Pſal, z7, 7, Thus did he 
by, and to his Flock,of old under that Legal diſpenſation, and he ſhewed 
himſelf valiant for his Flock, and his Sheep, and that by the hands 
of Moſes and Aaron ; Witnels thoſe ten Plagnes he brought upon that 
Oppreſſing Tyrant, Pharaoh King of Egypt; tor ſaith the Lord, Exod, 
2. 7,8. 1 have ſurely ſeen the Aﬀfixction of my People which are in Egypr, 
( yea and ſo he doth in Exg/and, for it 1s not fairpretences that can 
blind his eyes, or [top his ears) for (ſaith he) have heard their crier, 
by reaſon of their Taſk-Maſters, (that would violate their Coniciences) 
jor I know their ſorrows, and am come dow: t9 del:ver them ont of the bands 
of the Egyptians, and he is the ſame God ill, for he can both ſee, hear, 
and will in his due time deliver : For they are his Sheep, and if they 
can but behave themſelves like Sheep,it they can but ſuffer their Wool 
to be torn off their Backs, by ſuch BryaryBrambles & Thorns as thou art, 
O Richard Brown,if they can but according to the Requirement of that 
Shepherd and Biſhop of their ſouls, 1 Pet. 2.25, that great Shepherd of 
the Sheep,(who became ſo) through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
Heb. 13. 20. I ſay, it they can but tollow his example, who lefc him- 
ſelf an example for them, 1 Pet, 2. 21, who although he was the 
ereat Shepherd, yet he was -ppreſſed and afflied, and he opened not his 
mmth ; Yeaghe was led as a Lamb to the ſlaughter,and as a ſheep before the 
ſhearer 
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i dumb, fo opened he not his DS. » YN 53. Who requireth that his 
Sheep ſhould /earn of him ; for faith he, / am Meck, and Lowly in 
heart, and they ſhall find reſt for their Souls, Mat, 11 29, who alſo re- 
quireth , Luke 21, 19. that in their patience they ſhould poſſeſſe their 
Sorts. And if they can bur follow the word of Command given out of 
the Mouth of this grear. Shepheard , the Caprain of their Salvation, who 
himſelf was made perfett through Sufferings , Heb.2-10. 1 lay,if they 
would but obſerve his word of Command , Mar,24.6, that when they 
ſhall hear of Wars and Rumours of Wars, Nation againſt Nation, and 
Kingdom againſt —_— , that then they be not troubled : Bat, 
with the Flock of Go gone before them , that they ſtand fill, and ſee 
the Salvation of the Lord,. Ex0d,14 13. for he will come down in fla- 
ming fire, to take vengeance on them that know not God , and obey not 
the Goſpel of Chriſt , 2 Theſ. 17.8, But upon Mount Zion (or to the 
Flock of God) ſhall be Deliver.ince , and there ſhall be Holineſs, and 
the Houſe of Jacob (or the Seed of Fazth) ſhall poſſeſle their poſſeſſions, 
Obadiah x7 For faith the Prophet, 1ſai. 34, 1,2,8.Come near ye Nations, 
and hear , and hearken ye People , Let the Earth hear , and all that ts 
therein, the world and all things that come forih of it ; for the Indig- 
nation of the Lord is upon all Nations and his fury upon all their Armies; 
for it is the day of the Lords vengeance , and the year of recompences, 
for the controverſies of Zion : For laith che Prophe:, Zech. 9.x6. And 
the Lord their God fhall ſave them in that day , as the Flock of his 
People , for chey ſhall be as the Stores of a Crown lifted up , as an 
Enſign upon his Land. O then have a care Dpppyeſſozs, both how and 
whom ye opp2eſle, for it will be your owa ſafery, 

5. For as they are his Portion , his Heritage, his Vineyard, ard his 


Sheep and Flack , So they are Gods Garden; for fo faith the Lord, 


(ant, 4. 12. A Garden incloſed is my Siſter, my Spouſe, The people of 
God are his Plants, yea, ſo faith the Lord Chriſt ,, Mat. 15,13, Every 
Plant that my Heavenly Father hath not Planted, ſhall be rooted up : for 
if we have been plantel into the likeneſs of hu Death, we (hall alſo be in 
the likeneſs of his Reſwrreftion,Rom,s,5. And laith our Apolile, x Cor,z. 
6. 1 have planted, and Apollo watered , ina Goſpel Church ; and 
faith Hoſes of the Church of old , Ephraim is Planted in a pleaſunt 
Place, Hoſ.9.13, _ Ephraim did not bring forth good fruits to 
God ; and therefore Ephraim mult be weeded, for Ephraim: ſhall bring 
forth his Children to the Murtherer, Therefore thou,and ſuch as thou 
art, O Richard Brown, are but Weeders of Gods Garden; thale Plants 
that are of our Heayenly Fathers Planting,thou mayelt root up ; For ry 
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©ather, ſaich Chriſt, John 10, SY is greater than all, and no man is 
2ble to pluck, thens ont of bis hand; Then look about you,O you Seed of 
God, for yeare made partakers of Chrift, if ye hold faſt your C onfidence 
fedfaft unto the End, Heb. 3. x4. I muſt confeſle it is high time the 
Weeders were at work , for the Weeds are grown high in the Church 
of Chriſt ; but it thou ſhalt pluck up and offer violence, to the choice 
Flowers and truic-bearing Branches to God, our Gardener will be yery 
angry with thee ; nay I queltion , whether he-will not turn thee out of 
his ſervice; therefore it is requiſite thou beeſi good in thine Office ; and 
for the Information of thy Judgement, in order to the Reforming of thy 
violent Attings, Read, I beleech thee, what God hath done with ſuch 
violent Weeders , Iſaiah 10, trom 5, to 20, eAmes 1, and Tſai, 13, 
all the whole Chapcers, 

And as Gods People ate his Garden ; So Chrilt taketh a delight in 
them, For he walketh in the midſt of the ſeven golden Candleſticks, Rev, 
I.12,13, Revel.2, x, Yea, faith the Spouſe, Cant.6. 2. My beloved is 
gone down into hus Garden, to the Beds of Spices to ſeed in the Gardens, 
and'to gather Lillies, ro (mell thoſe Fragant Gitts' and Graces of the. 
Spiric, which are ſo delightful ro me, as that I even feed upon them ; I 
pluck them evea with as much delight , as men pluck Lillies, and their 
Choice, Ripe, and full blown Fragaat Flowers ; and vetl. x1. / went 
down into the Garden of Nuts , to ſee the fruits of the valleys, and to 
ſee whether the Vines Flouriſhed, and the Pomegrarnates Bubded ; to 
ſee how the young Ones, thoſe Babes, thoſe Lambs, thoſe young Men 
in the Faich , have profited in the Profefſion of the Goſpel; and thoſe 
Vines, how they flouriſh ; thoſe ſtrong Men and Fathers , whether 
they bring forth Fruit as well as Leaves, whether they have the poſſeſſi- 
0,25 well as Profeſſion of the Goſpe] ; how they flouriſh,yea, how they 
abound in every good Work, ; 

And in Cant.4.16. The Spouſe being ſeofivle of the want of the 
conſtant breathings of the holy Spirit , which faith our Saviour , is as 
the Wind Blowing where it lifteth , ſhe cryeth out, Awake O North 
Winde , and come thou South , blow upon thy Garden , that the , po 
thereof may flow ont ; Let my beloved: come into his Garden , and eat 
bis Pleaſant Fruits ; as if ſhe ſhould ſay, without thee, by the incomings. 
of thy Spirit we can do nothing ,, we cannot ſhew forth Loye, Joy, 
Peace, Paticnce , Long-ſuffering , Gentlenels , nor Goodneſs , Mee 
nels, nor Temperance , without the Breathings of that Holy Spirit of 
thine z therefore giveus what thou requirelt from us , and then come. 
into thy Garden and feed of thine own. "_o 
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And now O Weedet confider what thou haſt done, thou ſhuttefi up 
the Garden Doors that are. within- thy JuriſdiQion , thou rooteſt up 
the Flowers, Vines and Plants, throwelt chem on heaps, and lockelt 
them up in noyſom Priſons, Holes and Dungeons , amongli noiſom ard 
very inte&tious Weeds : Indeed more I might fay , but I ſhall forbear, 
yer not forbear co tell thee, that the Ar, Gardener , fecth and beholderh 
it z And Iſhall mind thee of the words of that Kingly Propher, Pſal 10. 
13,14,15 . Wherefore do the wicked contemn God , he hath ſo1d in his 
heart thou wilt not require it ; But thou haſt ſeen it (O Lord) thou be- 
holdeſt miſchief and ſpite, to requite it with thy hand , the Poor (yea, 
every one of thy poor Flock) commirteth himlelf unto thee, thou arr che 
help of the Fatherleſt:Break thou the Arm of the i:ked(faich that Holy 
Man, verſ.15, and of the Evil man, feck ort his wickedneſs, till thou 
nd none, 

But I ſhall ay , and that in the fingleneſs of my Scul, O Lord give 
Richard Brown a ſence of the Evil of his wayes, let him fee O Lord,che 
uglineſs of a P2rſecuting Spirit, aod whence ir is, ſhew him wherein 
he hath failed in all his Atts oft YViolence, and Dppreſſion, and caule 
him to hear a Word from Heaven , and that frcem thy Soo, for the 
Eternal good, Benefir, and well-fare of his poor Soul, ſaying, Byown, 
B2own,vby Perſecu:eſt tho me ? and. ler him know chat chou O Lord 
God of recompences, wilt ſurely requi:e ; cauſe him O Lord to be (o 
ſenſible of the Evil of his wayes, as that he may ſearch out his own Ini- 
quities, Tranſgreflions and Sins, and that he may ſet chem before 
him, and may be ſenſible of them in their ſeveral aggravations, as that 
he may fee himſelf a nothing Creature wichout a Saviour z And 
that he may ſo cloſe with thy Son Jeſus upon his own terms, as 
that of a Perſecuting Sa#/, he may become a Pzeaching Par/, that 
{o he may Build again that which (as to thy People) he hath deftroyed ; 
and may deltroy (as to himſelf) chat which he hath builded, that fo he 
may purge out that o/d Leaves as he may become a »ew /nmp unto thy 
ſelf , when he ſhall be trarflaced out of the Kingdom of darkneſs, into 
the Kingdom ot thy Dear Son ; that fo as he hath Squandered away thy 
Portion, ruined thy Heruage, troden down thy Vinezard , and as much 
as i2 him lieth, ſlain thy render Lambs, Sheep and Flock, ſhur up thy 
Garden , rooted up thy choice Vines, Fragant Flowers, and Budds of 
Spices; So O Lord for the time to come he may,as much as in him lieth, 
repair thy Portion, rebuild thy Heritage , repair thy Vineyard, 
Re-inliven thy Flock, and replant and repleniſh thy Garden , that fo thy 
People O Lord may fee that Prophehie of the Prophet /ſaiah, in a good 
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©ather, ſaich Chriſt, John 10, {4 is greater than all, and no man is 
2ble to pluck, thens ont of bis hand; Then look about you,O you Seed of 
God,for ye are made partakers of ChriRt, if ye hold faſt your Confidence 
fedfaft unto the End, Heb. 3. x4. I muſt confeſle it is high time the 
Weeders were at work , for the Weeds are grown high in the Church 
of Chriſt ; bur if thou ſhalr pluck up and offer violence, to the choice 
Flowers and truic-bearing Branches to God, our Gardener will be yery 
angry with thee ; nay I queltion , whether he-will not turn thee out of 
his ſervice; therefore it is requiſite thou beeſt good in thine Office ; and 
for the Information of thy Judgement, in order to the Reforming of thy 
violent Aftings, Read, I beleech thee, what God hath done with ſuch 
violent Weeders , Iſaiah 10, from 5, to 20, eAmes 1, and Iſai, 13, 
all the whole Chapters, 

And as Gods People are his Garden ; So Chrilt cakerh a delight in 
them, For he walketh in the midſt of the ſeven goiden Candleſticks, Rev. 
I.12,13, Revel.2, x, Yea, faith the Spouſe, Eanc.6. 2. My beloved ts 
gone down into his Garden, to the Beds of Spices.to ſeed in the Gardens, 
and to gather Lilies, ro (mell thoſe Fragant Gitts' and Graces of the. 
Spiric, Which are ſo delightful ro me, as that I even feed upon them; I 
pluck them evea with as much delight , as men pluck Lillies, and their 
Choice, Ripe, and full blown Fragaat Flowers ; and verſ, x1. / went 
down into the Garden of Nuts , to ſee the fruits of the valleys, and to 
ſee whether the Vines Flouriſhed, and the Pomegranates Budded ; to 
ſee how the young Ones, thoſe Babes, thoſe Lambs, thoſe young Men 
in the Faich , have profited in the Profeſſion of the Goſpel; and thoſe 
Vines, how they flouriſh ; thoſe Rrong Men and Fathers, whether 
they bring forth Fruit as well as Leaves, whether they have the poſſeſſi. 
0n,as well as Profeſſion of the Goſpel ; how they flouriſh,yea, how they 
abound in every good Work, ; 

And in Cant,q.16. The Spouſe being ſenfible of the want of the 
conſtant breathings of the holy Spirit , which ſaith our Saviour , is as 
the Wind Blowing where it liſteth , ſhe cryeth out, Awake O North 
WWinde , and come thou South , blow upon thy Garden , that the , gy 
thereof 'may flow ont ; Let my beloved come into hu Garden , and eat 
his Pleaſant Fruits ;, as if ſhe ſhould ſay, without thee, by the incomings. 
of thy Spirit we can do nothing , we cannot ſhew forth Loye, Joy, 
Peace, Paticnce , Long-(uffering , Gentlenels , nor Goodaels , Mee 
nels, nor Temperance , without the Breathings of that Holy Spirit of 
thirie z therefore giveus what thou requirelt from us , and then come. 
into thy Garden,and red of thine OWN, And 
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And now O Weedet conſider what thou haſt done, thou ſhuttefi up 
the Garden Doors that are. within- thy Juriſdiction , thou rooteſt u 
the Flowers, Vines and Plants, throwelt chem on heaps, and locketl 
them up in noyſom Priſons, Holes and Dungeons , amongli noiſom ard 
very inte&tious Weeds : Indeed more I might fay , but I ſhall forbear, 
yer not forbear co tell thee,that the Afr, Gardener , feeth and beholderh 
it; And Iſhall mind thee of the words of that Kingly Prophet, Pſal 10. 
13,14,15 . Wherefore do the wicked contemn God , he hath ſoid in his 
heart thou wilt not require it ; But thou haſt ſeen it (O Lord) thou be-+ 
holdeſt miſchief and ſpite, torequite it with thy hand , the Poor (yea, 
every one of thy poor Flock) commirteth himlelf unto thee, thou arr che 
help of the Fatherleſi:Break thou the Arm of the i:ked(faich that Holy 
Man, verl.15, and of the Evil man, feck ort his wickedneſs, till thou 
nd none. | 

Bur I ſhall ſay , and that in the fingleneſs of my Scul, O Lord give 
Richard Brown a ſence of the Evil of his wayes, let him fee O Lord,che 
uglineſs of a P2rſecuting Spirit, ard whence ir is, ſhew him wherein 
he hath failed in all his Atts of YVolence, and Dppreſſion,. and caule 
him to hear a Word from Heaven , and that frem thy Soo, for the 
Eternal good, Benefir, and well-fare of his poor Soul, faying, Byown, 
B2own,»hy Perſecu:eſt thou »e ? and. ler him know chat chou O Lord 
God of recompences, wilt ſurely requize ; caule him O Lord. to be (0 
ſenfible of the Evil of his wayes, as thag he may ſearch out his own Ini- 
quiries, Tranſgrefſions and Sins, and that he may ſet chem before 
him, and may be ſenſible of them in their (ſeveral aggravations, as that 
he may fee himſelf- a nothing Creature without a Saviour ; And 
that he may ſo cloſe with thy Son Jeſus upon his own terms , as 
that of a Perſecuting Sau! , he may become a Pzeaching Par/, that 
{> he may Build again that which (as co thy People) he hath deftroyed ; 
and may deltroy (as to himſelf) char which he hath builded, that fo he 
may purge out that ofd Leaves as he may become a zew /amp unto thy 
ſelf , when he ſhall be rrarſlaced out of the Kingdom of darkneſs, into 
the Kingdom oi thy Dear Son ; that ſo as he hath Squandered away thy 
Portion, ruined thy Heritage, troden down thy Vimeyard , and as much 
as i2 him lieth, ſlain thy render Lambs, Sheep and Flock, ſhur up thy 
Garden , rooted up thy choice Vines, Fragant Flowers, and Bugds of 
Spices; So O Lord for the time to come he may,as much as in him lieth, 
repair thy Portion, rebuild thy Heritage , repair thy Fineyard, 
Re-inliven thy Flock, and replant and repleniſh thy Garden ; that fo thy 
People O Lord may ee chat Prophetie of the Prophet /ſaiah, in a good 
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meaſure fulfilled to them in theil | that Kings Rulers,and Governors, 
may be their nurſings Fathers, & their Queens Thall become their nurſing 
Mothers ; Yet Holy God,if it ſhall be thy will to ſuffer thy People yec 
ro undergo the hand of Perſecution , Teach every one of thy faichful 
Ones, readily ard willingly to lay, Not as { will, bt thy Will be done ; 
And as thou haſt brought them torch in Suftering times ; So for the fake 
of thy Son Jeſus, give Suftering Spirits, and Suftering Reſolutions, that 
lo they may in the midlt of their diltrefſe, Glorifie thee , by their Pa- 
tient, Willing, couragious and undaunted behaviour 3 And © Lord, In- 
able chem by the Incomings of thy own Spirit , ſo as that they may 
lutfer purely and alone for theic bearing their Teltimoey for Jeſs, againlt 
Teſuus , and Romes Abominations , againlt Tyrannical Oppyeſſton of 
DOpprelſlozs , and againlt all things that are contrary to ſonnd Dottrine, 
Truth, and trze Piety, to the pulling down of Vice, and the eftabliſhing 
ot Vertue, to the uadeceiving the Deccived, the Confirming them that 
do Rand, to the healing the Backſlider , even to che (howring down of 
Gods blefſiigs upon the Nation ; that ſo in our Sufferings , our God 
may ſupport us , Inable us, in and under our Sufterings ; fo as that 
when we come to die , we may ſo die , as that we may live in Glory 
Erernally, kx 

And now, Richard Brown, that thou may(t the better conſider of th 
wayes, I ſhall lay before thee what God hath done to the Perſecu- 
to02s of his People formerly ; that fo, if poſſible , thou mayelt be Re. 
claimed. 

Then firſt conſider , Pharaoh King of Egypt , in thoſe rex Plagues he 
ſuffered in his own Country and Habitation , after he had contrived the 
ruine of Gods People , when he himſelt ſought to bring Gods People 
at an der, he himiclf was ſuddenly brought Low, Exod.r. and 
Exod.7.and 8, 9,10,11,12, Chapters , and whilſt he fill rerained his 
Malice againlt them, Gods Judgements are renewed ; when he 
purſues lirael ro deſtroy them all, God utcerly ruines him and all his 
that pruſued them, and that moft Miraculouſly ; for the Red Sea was 
before them, and Pharach and his Hoſt behinde them , and now in all 
probability the People of God muſt.periſh ; but 7ſra'! waits upon God, 
and God moſt Miraculouſly dex ides the Sea , and cauſeth Iſrael to go 
over dry-ſhod ; But when Pharach, his Hoſt and his. Chariors pur. 
ſued them, the Waters returned and over-whelmed them all, Exod. 
14, from 2:.to 30, 

Again, we ſee in Hamans caſe, that when he had fo far prevailed 
with King eAbaſnerns as that all the 7ews mult be pur to —_ proud 

aman 
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H ama himſelt was hanged on the i lowy he had prepared for Poor 
eMordecai. Behold O Kichard Brown , doelt thou not remember an 
old Engliſh Proverb , that laich , Harm watch , harm catch , in plain 
Engliſh, 1 muſt tell chee, that 7ſraels God is a Jult God , and 1 would 
have all thoſe alſo know to much , that do tell King Charls, as Hz- 
man told Ahaſuerrs, that there are a certain People ſcattered abroad, 
and diſperſed among the People, in all the Provinces of his Kingdom,and 
their Laws are diverſe from all People, neither keep they the Kings 
Lawes (for when he faith , by his Proclamation, 4Yeet nor, yer they 
will Meet,as through Mercy it is at chis day) Therefore it is not for the 
Kings profit to (uffer them ; therefore ſay they, It it plere the King,ler 
it be written , that theyzmay be deſtroyed : but I would have all fuch 
Perſecnting tpirits know , that 1ſraels God doth neither ſlnmber nor 
ſleep, butis a Covenant-keeping God, and will never /eave nor for- 
ſake thoſe that depend upon him. | 
For when an upright-hearted Daniel, ſhall faithfully ſerve his God and 
his King, in ſo much that he is hated of the reſt of the Prixces and Pre- 
fidents , Dan,6.4.,5, And that they can find no fault in him, ſave in the 
matter of his Ged ; thena Decree mult be Cogged for, a Royal Statute 
as they call it, that muſt be made aſter the Law of the Medes and Per- 
fians, which aicereth not, which is, That whoſoever ſhall.ack a Petition 
of any God , or man, for thirty dayes , ſave of the King, ſhall be caft 
into the Den of Lions : But when Daniel knew that the Writing was 
Signed ; (what then) did he do as the Profeſſors of our dayes generall 
have done 2 I anſwer to their ſhame, No ; he turned not his Back upon 
his God, nor upon the waiting upon his God in his confiant c@uiſe, 
times, place, and manner ; For as ſoon as Daniel kneyy that the 1; 
timg was Signed, he went into his Howſe, and his Windows being opened 
in his Chamber towards Fernſalem,he kneeled npon his knees three times a 
day,and prayed and gave thanks before his God,as he did aforetime ; It 
is worthy our ſerious conſideration , ar he did Afoze-time,ſo he doth 
now, the Kings Royal Decree altereth nor his ſerving his God, nor the 
fear of the 'Den of Lyons, bur he prayes and gives thanks three times a 


day.as he did afore-t1me; whereupo@faichful Dariet mult be calt into the | 


Den of Lyons ; bur that God fent his Axgel to ſhnt the monthes of the 
Lyons, that Davie! fo conſtantly and faichfully ſerved , and Daniel mult 
be relcaſed ; But ſhall his Accuſers eſcape? No, for they dig a pit tor 
another ; but are fallen into the ditch that they have digged ; for no 
ſooner Daniel out , but his Accuſers in ; for faich the Text, The King 
Commanded , and they browght thoſe that had Accuſed Daniel , ard 
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caſt them into the Den of Lions ; them, thur children, and their wines; and 
the Lions had the maſtery of themgand brak all their bones ir piecesere ever 
they came at the bottom of the Den, Dan. 6. 24, Will the migaty men, 
in Nebachadnezzars Army, by the appointment of the King, calt Sha. 
- drach, Meſhach, and eAbednego, into the ſeven times hot fiery For- 
race? The Flame ſhall faſten on them, and ſhall deſtroy them , Day. 
3. 22, Thus evil ſhall ſlay the Wickes, and they that hace the Righte- 
0 (hall be deſolate, Pial.' 34. 21, 

And that I may the better ſethome the certainty of this truth upon 
thy heart, O Richard Brown ; 1 ſhall lay before thee ſomething our 
of the Hiftory of the Church, that ſo thou mayeſt ſee how the Judge- 
ments of God have all along. followed /Tyrannical Dppreſſors, even 
to the advancement of his own Glory and his Peoples 20cd. 

Euſl »bins Pamphilins, in his fifſt Book, of the Life of Conſtantire, and 
the 50. Chap. tellethus, that the Emperour Maximinins was a great 
Perſecuts2 of the People of God, inſomuch that he expreſt his rage 
againſt them with great fury ; but before he could ſatisfie his thirſt 
with the Blood of Juſt and Religious men, God began to lay Judge- 
ments on him, and began to invade his body, that ſo he might reco- 
ver his mind ; for an «/cerous Fiſtula did breed in his ſecret parts, which 
in cim2 did eat into his bowels, having a number of wormes, which did 
breed in it, and yeeld a deadly ftinck—inſomuch that he became a 
Lamentable (feftacle to all men : thus being full of pain and miſery, 
and troubled in Conſcience forDppzelſsing the Church,preſently in all 
haſte, h confeſſed his fault to God, and commanded them to make 
their accuſtoned Supplications and Prayers for him to God, 

And thus we ſee God many times meets with men for their miC- 
aAin2s again(t his People, as he did of old, Pal. IO5, 14, Is. when 

2 ſuffered na maz todo them wrong, yea ( when he) reproved Rings for 
their ſakes,ſaying, Touch not mine Anointed, and do my Prophets no harm. 
And let me tell thee O P3P02, I am perſwaded it would b2-a benefir 
to thy ſoul, if God ſhould {o gently lay his hand on thee, that ſo thou 
mighteſt know thy ſelf, and know his peaceable people ; but the Lord 
is now giving thee a Warmng * e his unworthy ſervant, then light 
1t not ; I ſay as thou tendereft thine own preſervation, and as chou pri- 
ſeſt thine own peace, be at peace with the peaceable People and F/s:k, 
of God. | 
” But this #/cerous Fiſtula in Maximinics becometh not a full cure to 
his Soul, nor a through means of the curing of his inveterate and ma- 
lignant mind ; But Pharaoch-like, he begins again, ſuddenly after a 
little eaſe, to diſturb the People of God afreſh, who, ſaith the {aid = 
thor, 
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thor, in the 51. Chapter, of his faid M4 ſtriving to exceed others in 
wickedneſs , began to invent new wicked projects againſt them; put« 
ting the Chriſtians to death by fire and ſword, by barrels full of nails,by 
expoſing them to wild beaſts, or caſting them into the ſea; and beſides 
all this, he invented a new kind of torrure , Which was to put out their 


eyes; ſo that multirudes of men, women and children,. had their eyes, 


put out ; firſt with hot Irons, and: afterwards were tortured in vers 
ſtrange manners ; for which Gorls Revenge afterwards overtook him, 
&c, For bringing an Army into the Field, to fight againſt an Enemy, 
who wanting the afiſtance of God, he was overthrown ; and ſo putting 
off his Royal apparel, which, ſaith the ſtory, he was.unworthy.to wear; 
he thruſt himſelf among the common Seuldiers,and afterwards becook 
himſelf roflight;and having diſguiied himſelf in the habic of a Serving- 
man, he hid himſelf in Towns and Villages ; but..hz could not hide 
himſelf from the watchful eye of Divine Providence; for. after he 
thought himſelf in ſafety ; he was ſtricken with a thunder-bolt to the 
oround, his body being {o withered and ſhrunk up with it, that it could 
hardly be known to be. the ſame, for. it looked like a dined Car- 
cais, | 

And, ſaith the ſaid Author in.his 52:, Chapter, when Maximinize in- 
tended to plague the Church of Gad more vehemently; his Eyes drop- 
ped out of his head, and he was left ſtark blind ; and that puniſhmenc 
which he had invented againſt the Chri;/tran Martyrs, the tame by Di- 
vine Juſtice, was inflicted. on himſelf; who at laſt living in this miſer- 
able manner, he began to confeſs and acknowledg the Chriſtians God; 


affirming,thac he had found by expericnce,that the Chriſtians God was. 


the true God. 

And ſeeing God isſo Juſt,and ſo Severe a Gad,let me in his Name, 
and in his Fear defire thee, O Kichard Brown, io conſider of thy violent 
attings ; and know,that he is the ſame God (till ; and 18 as Powerful as 
ever, and as Juſt as ever, and-as Severe as ever, and as Loving to his 
own People as ever ; then be more moderate to his People, lett he be 
as Juſt, and as Severe to thee as he hath been to others ; For ſaith the 
Prophet David, Em1l ſhall hunt the Qliolent man,to overthrow bins, 
Pſal. 140. 13. For the WIttked throwgh the pride of his countenance will 
not ſeek after God, Pal. 10. 4, Ged 2x nat wall his thoughts. For his ways 
are always grievant : thy jdgenents art far above ont of hes ſight , vel. 5. 
He ſauth in his heart, I ſhat not be moved : for I ſhall never be 1s adverſuy, 
verſ. 6. His mouth; is of curſing, and deceit, and fraud : under his 
tongue i miſchief and violence, Veil. 7, He lieth in wait ſecretly, 
as 8 Liew in bus Den he: licth im wait to. catch the Poor >, - 
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doth catch the pory when he dyzaweth him into his net, he crouch» 
eth and humbleth himſelf, that the poor may fall by his ſtrong ones, vetſ. 9, 
10, He hath put forth h:s hands againſt ſuch as be at peace with him, he hath 
broken his Covenant ; the words of his month were ſmoother then butter, but 
war Was in his heart ; his words were ſofter then oyl, yet were they draws 
ſwords, Pal. 55, 20, 21. He hath ſaid in his heart, God hath forgotten, 
he bideth his face, he will never ſee it, Plal.10.11, Ariſe O Lord God, 
lift up thine hand, forget not the humble, verſ, 12, Wherefore doth the 
wicked contemn God ? he hath ſaid in his heart, Thou wilt not require it, 
ver\. 13, Thou haſt ſeen it, for thou beholdeſt Diſchick a»d Spite ro xe- 
quite it with thy hand : the poor commutteth himſelf unto thee , thou art 
the helper of the fatherleſs. And no:withRtanding thy Fury,O Richard 
Brown, The Lord will not ſuffer the ſoul of the righteous to famiſh : but he 
caſteth away the ſubſtance of the wicked, Prov, 10, 3. The way of the wick- 
ed is darkneſs : they know not at what they ſtumble,Prov. 4. 19. For they 
ſleep not except the ) have done Miſchief : and their ſleep is taken away un- 
leſs they canje ſome to fall, For they eat the byead of wickedneſs,and dri»k. 
the water of violence, Verſ, 16,17, Thus whilſt Bleſsings are «pox the 
head of the Tuſt, Uiolence covereth the month of the wicked : For the me- 
ory of the Juſt is bleſſed, bnt the name of the wicked ſhallrot, For, ſaith 
the holy man Job, Chap. 27. 13, &c. This 1s the portion of a wicked 
man with God,and the heritage of oppreſſors, which they ſhall receive of the 
eAlmighty. If his children be multiplyed,it is for the (Wo2d : and hisoff< 
ſpring (hall not be ſatisfied with bread, Thoſe that remain of him ſhall be 
buried in death : and his widows ſhall not weep, Though he heap up filver as 
the duſt, and prepare raiment as the clay , Ver, 20, - Terrors ſhall takg 
hold on him as waters, a tempeſt ſtealeth him away in the night, The eaſt- 
wind carrieth him away, and he departeth : and as a ſtorm Prrleth him out 
of his place. For God ſhall caſt upon him, and nt ſpare : he would fain flee 
eut of his hand. 

And as Maximinins, 2s aforeſaid, would be willing to go into any 
diſguiſe, ſothat he might make an eſcape out of the hands of his Ene- 
mies ; yet he cannot by theſe his evaſions, eſcape from the Judgments 
of the great Cod, the which he aflayed to do, but all in vain ; for the 
wicked ſhall not eſcape : for if perſons fin out the day of Grace, and be- 
come Keprobated,as to.every good work, and {o have their eyes cloſed,their 
ears heavy, and their hearts bardned, as was the eyes, ears, and hearts of - 
Iſrael of old, even Gods own peculiar People, /ſa. 6.9. and Af. 7.42. 
poſſibly they may go on for a time, and have no bonds in their death, 
but their ſtrength is firm, they may. have no trouble as other men, 
neither may they be plagued as other men ; Therefore Pzide —_—_ 

men 
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them a4 a chain, yea, Uiolence ——_ them a4 a garment; their eyes may 
ftard out with fatneſs, they May have more then their heart can wiſh, yet 
wey may be corrupt and ſpeak wickedly and loftily concerning Dpptels 
ſion, P/a/. 73. 4. &c. yet he that firteth inthe heavens ſhall laugh thens to 
ſcomn ; yea, the Lord ſhall have them in berifion, Pſal. 2. 4. 

And now, O Richard Brown, 1 would begs thee, in the fear of the 
great Jehovah, to confider thy Condition, what it is, and how the Caſe 
ttandeth with thee, the which that thou maylt the better do, the Pce- 
miſes being duly weighed ; Conſider, 

I. What thou waſt. 

2. What thou art. 

3. What thou ſhalt be to all Eternity, 
Secondly, Conſider ſeriouſly, 

1, What thou haft done, 

2, What thou art now 4 doing. 

3. What tho ſhalt ds to Eternity, 
And Thirdly, Conſider, 

1. Where thou haſt been, 

2, Where thas art, 

3. Whither thou ſhalt go to Eternity, 

O 1 beſeech thee in Gods fear Contider thy Randing,thy breath #5 i® 
thy noſtrils as well as others, and God may as ſoon ſend his Meſſenger 

to thee, as to another ; for the Lord will abhor the Bloody and 
Deceitful man, Pſal. 5. 6. For ſaith the ſame Prophet, Pſal. 5 5. 23. 
But thou O Lord, ſhalt bring them down into the pit of Deſtruction ; for 

and deceitful men [hail not live out half their days : But what max 
is he that defereth hife and loveth many days,that he may ſee good ? Depart 
from evil and do good, ſeek peace and purſue it ; For the eyes of the Lord 
are over the Right cous,and his Ears are open to their Cry ; But the face of 
the Lord is againſt them that dovvil,to Cut out their Pemonial from off rhe 
Earth. And ſhould the Lord take thee away in this cruel, inhamane, 
mercileſs, violent, bloody-minded Condition ; whae would b2come of 
thee to Eternity ? for as Death leaveth a man,ſo Judgement,(hall find 
him ; If Death pur a man into the hole of the Earth, @ cryel, an inhu- 
mane, a mercileſs, a violent, a bloody-minded man”; {0 (hall JudKemens 
find him, Conſider 1 beſeech thee, that the Fruits of the Spirit are love, 
Joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, meekneſs oF tempearnces, 
Gal.5.22, whileſt the Works of the Fleſh, tome of which are manifeſtly 
theſe, hatred, malice, wrath, ſtrife, exvyings, murthers ; the living in 
any one of which, will exclude a man from Heavens Glory, Gal. 
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And that thou mayeſt ſee, what I really intend in this my Alarm ; 
I thall,af er the thnndring out of Gods Judgements againſt pp2eſsi- 
91, and (yzannical Dppzeſſozs, I thall, I ſay, in Chriſtian Love, lay 
before the2, tome flaſhings of pure and glorious Gofpel- Light , to the re- 
freſhing thy ſoul, and to the enlightning the eyes of thy underſtanding; 
that ſo thou mayſt, if thou art willing to it, even be recovered out of 
thy ſad condition : For, as I ſaid in the beginning of my Diſcourſe, 
from Iſaiah the firſt ; ſo thall I begin my Concluſion, and: ſay to thee, 
and co all Tyzannical Perſecuting Spirits, Tour hands are full of 
Blood, therefore waſh ye, make ye clean, put away the evil of your doings 
from before the Lord ;, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well, ſeek. Cale 
relieve the oppreſſed, judge the fatherleſs, and plead for the widows ; And 
then come and plead with the Lord,and if ye ſo do,though your ſins were 4s 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be as wooll ; though they be - as crimſon, they ſhall be as 
ſnow , For God is a merciful, a loving, and a tender-hearted God to 
poor finful ſouls ; who, if ye will beheve hiaiſelf, ſaith , As I live, I 
have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, but that the wicked turn 
from his ways, and live ; Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? Ezek. 33.11. For if the wicked will turn 
from his all fins that he hath commutted, and keep all my ſtatutes,and de that 
which is lawful and right ; he ſhall ſurely live, he 1s not die + All his 
tranſgreſſions that he hath committed, they ſhall not be mentioned unto him; 
un bis righteouſneſs that he hath done, he ſhall rue, Ezek. 18, 21,22. 
For, The Lord is long-ſuffering to wu54-wards, not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould come to repentance , 2 Pet, 3.9. O then, 
Richard Brown, and all perſecuting and violent ſpirits, in the fear of 
the Lord, be p2r{waded by the Lord, to caſt away from you all your 
tranſgreſſions,whereby ye have tra1ſgreſſed ; and make you a new heart and 
a new ſpirit ; for whywill ye die? ( O Wayo1s of London, and Juſtices of 
Englazd ) For I tell you again and again, that I have no R__ in the 
death of him that dieth , wherefore turn ye your ſelves and live , Ezek, 
18, 31, 32, See the willingneſs of an offended GoJ, to bz friends 
and at peace with an offending ſoul ; nay, he thinks much of every 
minutes time that ye ſpend, before ye come to him ; For hear how he 
crieth out, by that Wiſe man, ſaying, How long, ( I pray mind the 
tearms) How long ye ſimp/e ones, will yolove ſimplicity, and ye ſcorners 
delight in ſcorung, and fools hate knowledge ?: Turn ye at my __ : And 
what then, may ſome Poor, Ignorant, Malitious, Envious, Curſing, 


Swearing, Rending, Tearing, Perſecuting ſoul ſay ; What ſhall we 
have upon our Rerwrming? Behold, this thou ſhalt have, 7w:ll pour out 
my Spirit upon you, 1 wil make rnown my words unts you, Prov.1,22,23. 

I will 


_ 
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SF: give you my Spirit, that (Fall lead you into all truth, John 16, 13. 


whole operation in you , will produce other effe&s, then Emvying, 
Slandring, and caſting into Priſon, Strong-holds, and Dungeons ; for the 
fruits thereof, are, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentlene[s, Meek- 
meſs and Temperance ; So that if your fins were never ſo Red, though 
they be of never ſo deep a dye, yet forſake them; and the Blood 0: a 
Crucified Teſus ſhall cleanſe you from all ſins, x John 1. 7. For he ts 
the Propitiaticn for our ſins,and not for ours onely, but alſo for the ſins of the 
whole Woz1d, 1 John. 2, x,2. Therefore take thac good advice from 
the Lord, given by his ſervant Peter, to thoſe Fewes that were the 
AAQual Betrayers and Murtherers of the Lord Chrift, Act. 2, 38, 39. 
Repent ye therefore, and be Baptized every one of you, in the Name of Je- 
ſu Chrift, for the Remiſsion of Sinnes , and ye ſhall receive the-gitr of 
the Holy Ghoſt; Which !-oly Ghoſt, or Spirit of Truth, will /ead you 1#4- 
toalltruth ; and will make a clear diſcovery of Truth from Erroz, of 
Light from Darkneſs : I can, through mercy, ſay it will do ſo ; 1 
have found it, and it is the defire of my ſoul, that you, and all the men 
of the world, ſhould find and know it ; And this 1s one, and the great 
and main cauſe, why I write this Alarm ; that ſo thou mighteft be 
made ſenſible of what thou halt done, and what thou haſt to do. For, 
for my own part, I = ſelf have been as Jealous as thou canſt be; and 
had I had but as much Power as thou now haſt, I do really believe, 
{ unleſs Conſcience had flown in my face) I ſhould have done as much 
as thou haſt done ; And I knowing thy conditon by mine own, and by 
comparing my paſt, with my preſent Condition ; I coulddono leſs in 
Chuiſtian love than what J have Tone;For I through mercy have taken 
out this Leſſon, in what the Lord requireth me, in what he ſaid to 
Peter, that when I am (Converted, I thoud ſtrengthen my brethren : And 
herein 1 defire to do by azother, as I would have azether do by me z 
And I would, if another ſaw me running headlong to deſtruion, thar 
he ſhould let me know the danger ; that ſo I might, if potſible,eſcape 
and avoid it. And thus, O Richard Browy, I have done to thee, I pro- 
feſs in the preſence of the Lord, no ocherwile than I would have thee, 
or another, do to,and for me ; and as I have ſpoken boldly to thee, to 
let thee know wherein thou haſt failed, and run thy ſelf into an emi- 
nent Danger ; ſo I ſhall be as ready to ſhew thee a Remedy ; and 
ſhall let thee know, what Relief I have found, & by whom;that ſo,thou 
with me, mayeſt have cauſe to magnify the free Grace, Love, and 
Mercy of that God, who hath done ſuch great things for poor, wo: th- 
leſs, t1nful, rebellious, malitious, and wm Spirits, as now thou 
art, and I my ſelf have been : And & erefore I thall let thee _ 
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that there is one Teſus of Nazareth, a man approved of God ; who, .y- 
mongſt the Jews, by Miracles, Signes and Wonders was owned of Ged, 
AR. 2. 22, who was ſent forth-of God, to be a Propitiation through his 
Blood, to declare his R:ighteomſneſs, for the Remn fſton of fins that are paſt, 
through the forbearance of God, Rom. 3, 25. For there is no other Name 
given under Heaven, by which men can be ſaved, AQ.4.12, For him hath 
God the Father ſealed, John 6. 27, And kerein was the Love of God ma- 
nifeſteh towards us, becauſe that God ſent his onely begotten Son into the 
world, that we through him might live, 1 John 4. 9. Forgfſaith our Apo- 
Ale, Jeſus Chriſt came into the World, to Save ſinners, of whom J am 
Chiet, x Tim. x, 15, For there ts one God, and one Mediator between 
God and mar, the Man Chriſt Jeſus ; who gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 
to be reſtified 11 due time, 1 Tim, 2.5,6. Who came to Seek,, and to Save 
that which was loſt, Luk, 19. 10, Who was that Lamb of God, that ta- 
keth away the ſins of the World, John 3. 29. For God ſo loved World, that 
he gave his onely begotten Son, that Whoſoever believed in him, ſhould not 
Periſh, but have everlaſting Life : For God ſent not his Son into the World, 
to Condemn the World, but that the World through him might be Saved, 
John 3. 16, 17, For, verſ. 14. As Moſes Lified up the Serpent in the 
Wilderneſs, ſo alſo muſt the Son of Man be Lifted up , that Whoſoever be-= 
lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have Eternal Life : And this s Life 


whom thou haſt ſent, |ohn 17, 3. But he that ſaith he Knoweth him, and 
Keeperh not his Commandments, is a Lyar, and the Truth is not in bim, 
x John 2. 4, So that, to Know God, upon a Scripture account, is to 
Obep God, For Same! ſaid unto Sax!, 1 Sam, 14. 22, 23. Haththe 
Lord as great delight in burnt-fferings and ſacrifices, as in Dbeying the 
voce of the Lord? Behold to Dbey 15 = than Sacrrifice,and to Dearken 
than the fat of Rams; b=: Rebellion zs as the Six of Witchcraft, and 

tubbozuneſs, z- 45 Jniquity a-d Jdolatry. So we ſee evidently, that 
what God Requireth from a Soul,if that Soul do not Obey God 1n that 
Requirement, God looketh upon that Soul tobe a Rebel againſt him, 
And this is that which maketh many a poor man lie in Priton at this 
very day,that dares not tranigreſs the Requirement of the Lord Chriſt; 
leſt they be found Rebels againtt Chriſt, who ſaith Aſar. 5.34. Swear 
not at all, 

O Richard Browy, it is ſaid, Rom. 5.6,8. That When we were with- 
out ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for the Ungodly: For God commended + 
his Love towards K{s, (or to the Bulk of Mankind ) #n that whilſt we were 
yet $,nners,Chriſt Died for Ks ; And there is more Joy in Heaven over One 
Sinner that Repenteth, than over Ninety and. nine Trft men, that need no 

Repentace, 


Eternal, that they yt Know thee the onely True God, and Jeſus Chrift, 


—_— _ 


nto the World; Not to Call the Righteows, but Sinners to Repentance, 
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Repent ance, Luk. 15, 7, For this was one End why Jeſus Chriſt came 


Matt. 9. 13. For Chriſt bimdelf ſaid, Lak. 24. 46, Thus it is written, 
and thus it behoved (hriſt ( or the anointed Qne ) to Suffer, ard to Riſe 


from the dead; the third day ; and that Repentance, aud Remiſcion «f 


Hins /tould be preached in his Name among all Nations, beginnirg at Je- 
ruſalem, 

And now 1 am come to preach it to the2, O Richard Brown, :nd to 
all in this Nation, to whom this my Alarm ſhall come, that aze of a 
Perſecuting Spirit ; and to all that are in a (arza/, Pead,Sleepy,and 
a Drouſie {"ondit 10x, as to their ſouls eternal £001, and ſhall ſay to thee 


' and them, as once the Lord Chritt ſaid to thy Brother Saxl, Ac, 9.4. 


O Violent , Turbulent, Envious, Malitions, and Inveterate Spirits ; 
why Perſccu:e ze Chziſt, in his Poor, Peaceable, Harmleſs , 
Innocent Members ? And therefore, I ſhall ſay to every ſuch 
ſoul , that is of this Bitter Spirit, as once Peter ſaid, A.V, 22, 
&c. Repent therefore of this thy wickedneſs, ad pray God, if perhaps the 
thoughts of thy heart may be forgiven thee; for I perceive thou art in the 
Gall of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity : And let me aflure thee, 
© Richard Brown, and all oihers who are ſo ſpixited, that ye need nor 
defire, as Simon deſired Peter, verl. 24, to Pray for him, ſor that God 
that heareth Prayers, »nto whom all fleſh come, Pial. 65. 2, Ifay, that 
God that heareth Prayers, knoweth right well, that it is,and conftant- 
ly was, my Requeſt at the Throne of Grace, yea, and when I was in 
' þ Oungeon to0 ; That God would open the eyes 4 Your Underſtandings, 
that ſo ye might have a perfe& fight of your Conditions ; that 1o, 
both You, and your King, might be truly ſenhible of what God hath 
done for Him, and what God hath done for you ; And that God would 
ſhew you all, what he doth expe, both from Him and You ; And 
that he would thew you ſenſibly,how you are but evilly requiting him,in 
Perſecu:ing his peaceable People, when he hath given you peace on 
every ſide; and thus whillt you were,and are ſeeking our Ruine,I both 
am and was praying for the good, welfare and benefit of your ſouls ; 
And whilft you were ſtriving to Ruine Us, and our Little ones,in Our 
Temporal Eſtates here ; I was Praying for You, and the Eternal wel- 
fare of Yours in Glory. And thus I ſhall tell thee, O Richard Brown, 
and all men, and that in the very faiihfulneſs of my ſoul, that, be as 
Maliious, and as Hateful againſt me as you: will, and do with me for 
this My Alarm, My Mite caſt into the Rings Treaſury, My Fenna- 
ticks Letter, or My Fan icks Teſtimony aga;»/ff Swearing ; 1 (ay, 
ſhew your ſelves as great Enemies to me as you Will ; my Reſoluyan 
15, 
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is, and ( God aſſiſting me) ever ſhall be,according to the Requirement 
of Ring Jeſus,to ove You,though you be mine its gs much 
as in me lieth, todo Good to You, though ye Hate Me; Yea, and the 
Beſt Good too, yea, and as much as in me lieth, to bring you to that 
Chiefeſt Good, to that One Thing Neceſſary ; and alſo earneltly to Pray 
for You, thongh you Deſpirejully uſe Me : And this is the way, by 
which I ſhall evidence my ſelt to be a Child of that Father who tent 
his So to Die for Thee, for Me, and for All the Sows and Daughters of 


A Parley. 


ND now,O Richard Brown,before I Retreat from thy Quar- 
ters, I ſhall ſound thee a PARLEY,; although I may 
ſay to my ſelf, and the Peaceable People of God, as once 
Hezekiah ſaid to Iſrael of old, 2 Chron, 32.28, We need not 

be diſmayed, no:withſtanding all the Rude Multityde that is with thee ; 

For with Thee, is an Arzz of Fleſh, but with Us, is the Lord our God, 

to Fight our Battels for us; Though we are on the Strongeſt fide, and 

have the Beſt places of Defence, For the Name of the Lord is a Strong 

Tower, the Righteous flee to it, and are ſafe, Prov, 18. 10, And they that 

truſt in the Lord, are as Mount Zion, that canuot be Moved, but Abideth 

for Ever, Plal. 1.25, Yea, when Sinners in Zion are Afraid , and 
when Fearfulneſs [Fall Surpriſe the Hypocrite, then Ie that walketh Righ- 
teomſly, and ſpeaketh Uprightly, Iſa. 33. 14, &c. then He that deſpiferh 
the Gain of Oppreſſion, Ne that ſhaketh his hands from taking of Briber, 

Ihe that ſtoppeth hiz Ears from hearing of Blood, that ſhutteth his Eyes from 

[ering of Evil, ( as do many of the Peaceable Ones amongſt the Baps 

tiſts ) He hall dwell on High, his Place of Defence ſhall be the CHMunition 

of Rocks ; Bread ſhall be given him, ( yea that Bread of Life that once 
came down from Heaven ) his Waters ſhall not fail ; fox he ſhall drink, 
freely of the Waters of Life, Revel. 22. 17. I ſay again, though we are 
of the Strongeſt fide, yet ſeeing thou haſt ſome of the Souldiers belong- 
ing to the Captazn of our Salvation,in thy Cuſtody;I ſhall defire(if thou 
ſhale think fit) to come to a PERSONAL TREATY with 
thee ; Provided that thou wilt allow me but the Law of Arms, togo 
and come Freely, and without Interruption, during that Treaty ; And 

I then queſtion not, but in a very ſhort time, by the Help of the Spirit 

ef Peace, we ſhall conclude of ſuch a Sound, Laſting, Firme League 
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and Covenant,that will prove tk £2 of the Medes and Perſians, 
which altereth not ; For 1 am verily perſwaded, and that from mine 
own former Condition, thzt God hath yet ſome other thing to do by 

thee, or upon thee ; So that, if thou do, what thou doeft againſt Gods 

People, fingly and alone for Gods glory, (thy Judgement, not yet be- 

ing rightly Informed) 1 do really believe, that thou ſhalt yet be an 

Inſtrument in the hand of God of much Glory to him, as once was 

thy Brother Saul, and my Brother Pau! ; Who what he did, he did it 

out of Zeal to God, and in his Ignorance and Unbselief ; and therefore 

he obtained Mercy, as he ſaith himſelf, Ph:il,3.6. x Tim. 1.13, 16, 

But if thor: haſt any other end in what thou dozſt, Thou mayeſt go on 

and pleaſe thy Fancy, if thou wit, and fulfil thy Luſt if thou pleaſeſt, 

but chou ſhalt miſs of thy End, to attain Glory, if that be thy End 

For if Gods Glory, the Good of thinz own Soul, and the Benefit of 

Others, be not thine End, then thy End to Eternity will be but Mi- 

ſerable ; For God made Thee,and I and All Men, for his own Glory ; 

in producing of which, he hath promiſed us G/ory ; But if God be not 

Glorified by us, he will be Glorified upon us ; For, God will not want 

his great End, 

Therefore , O Richard Brown, be perſwaded in Gods Fear, and as 
thou tenderelt the Eternal good, benefit , and welfare of thine own 
Soul, to conſider thy End, and thy End; thy End what it is, in doing 
what thou doeſt do, and thy End what ic will be, if thou yet continuelt 
doing what thou hitherto haſt done, 

And if thou ſhalt be willing to ſuch a Trea:y,pothbly it may de, that 
which (experimentally I have known with others) may tend to thy 1- 
formation, in order to thy Reformation ; that i: thou mayeſt be wroughr 
up to a Conformity to the Will and Mind of God, when thou ſhalt be 
Transformed into the Likeneſs of Gods dear Son ; that ſo thou mayelt be 
tranſlated into his Kingdom of Grace here, in order to thy Rergning With 
him in Glory hereafter, And this, O Richard Brown, the Searcher of all 
hearts knoweth, is my chief and ultimate End, in this my Alarm ; 
even thy ſouls good to Eternity, 

Bur if chou ſhalt refuſe to anſwer my Deſire in-this my Parley, but 
wiltftill go on in thy As of Uiolence and Oppzeſsion, I thall withour 
Vielence,or the leaſt force of Carnal. Weapon, make a Peaceable Retreat, 
and Retire into myCloſet, where my Soul ſhall weep in ſecret for thee, 
and al Tyzannical Dppreſlozs;and thall cry out in the Words of Him,, 
Who went up and down doing Good, who left Himſelf as a Pattern for! 
us to walk by ; Who ſaid of them that Crucitied Him, Father fox give: 


them, they know not what rhe; do. 


THE END, 
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